Minutes of the Meeting of Meysey Hampton Parish Council held on
Wednesday,  9th July 2025

Present:
Councillor Mark Naylor  (Acting Chair)
Councillor Margaret Pursch
Councillor Simon Michelson
Councillor Alison Williamson
Councillor John Donnellan

Clerk:	Joan Jenkins

Three members of the public

Agenda Item 1 Apologies for Absence
Councillors Roger Case and Jane O’Dell sent apologies for absence. 

Agenda Item 2
There were no declarations of interest.

Agenda Item 3: Confirm the Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th May 2025
The Minutes of 7th May were approved as being a true reflection of the meeting and signed by Cllr Naylor.

Agenda Item 4:   Matters Arising: 
Thames Water and Car Park:  Cllr. Naylor reported the potholes had been filled which had improved the overall surface.  However, it had not yet been tested by heavy rain.  There still appeared to be water running down from a leak but Cllr Williamson noted that she had seen contractors with equipment investigating an area outside Brake House. Cllr Naylor had tried spraying the weeds in the car park, but it had not been very effective.   The Clerk suggested she ask Tony Williams to spray all the weeds again, which he used to do annually but had not done so this year as we were waiting for Thames Water to finish the repair and resurfacing works.

Footbridge and Parking issues:	See Cllr Williamson’s Officers Reports

Mirror at Church Street and High Street junction:  As per the previous meetings Minutes, Cllr Pursch reported that they were still waiting for the Road Safety Officer to attend site, assess the situation and give advice.   CCllr Spivey said at that meeting that she would chase Gill Portlock of Highways on this issue, as well as the painting of Slow signs on each side of the junction between Church and High Streets.   The Clerk will email CCllr Spivey for an update.

A response is also awaited from Highways regarding the unsafe wall and damaged verge opposite The Masons which CCllr Spivey had also said she would chase, and the Clerk will remind her that a response is also still awaited for this.

Agenda Item 5  Officers’ Reports

District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey
Cllr Spivey was not in attendance and no report had been received from her.

Councillor Simon Michelson (Playing Fields)
Two weeks ago Meysey Hampton fielded a cricket team to play Siddington who won the match.  Siddington are considering changing their name to The Meysey Hampton Cricket Club as they now have three Meysey Hampton players in the team and have a greater affiliation to the village after playing here for several years.   Cllr Michelson has been told that there has not been a Meysey Hampton-named sporting team since 1960 – and that was a football team.
The private helicopter landing and takeoff was a successful event and Cllr Michelson would like to thank the principals for their generous donation to the Playing Fields funds.
Cllr Michelson also wished to thank the many volunteers who attended a few weeks ago and worked hard to complete several maintenance jobs on the playing fields.

The Playing Fields are now preparing for the RIAT weekend 18th – 20th July.

Councillor Jane O’Dell (School and Hall)
Although not in attendance Cllr O’Dell had sent her report to the Clerk:
The Village Hall: The position of the bollard that was knocked down outside the Hall now has white spray on it so it is anticipated a new bollard will be installed.
School:   the zig-zag lines at the School entrance on the road have been repainted, although the school made no representation about this.

Councillor Margaret Pursch (Highways)
The missing sign at the crossroads has been replaced by a large Triangle as a warning to drivers that they are approaching a junction.

Cllr Alison Williamson (Footpaths)
Footbridge and Kissing Gate MH to Poulton walk:  These have now been installed and feedback has been positive.  The Clerk has advised the Build Back Better fund and the agreed grant of £200 is being transferred to the MH account.  In due course, this will be paid to Gloucester County as a contribution towards the cost.
Parking issue:  The Masons:    the proposal to have a white line painted with a “No Parking” sign to clearly mark the footpath section has still not materialized.  At the last meeting Cllr Spivey had agreed to include this in her correspondence with Gill Portlock.  The Clerk will include this item in her email to CCllr Spivey.


Councillor John Donnellan (Greenacres)
Complaints are being made about the pavement along the road to the MH junction which is again suffering from an overgrowth of tall weeds along the road-side making it difficult to walk along.  The weeds are also blocking the drains in the road.  Through the Site Manager, Cllr Donnellan is trying to get a working party from Greenacres to clear what they can, but as the worst affected areas are on the road-side they will be limited to what they can tackle safely.  Cllr Pursch said she would contact Highways about the issue.

Councillor Roger Case (Air Base)
Not in attendance


Councillor Mark Naylor (Police Liaison)
Nothing to report.


Agenda Item 6  Responsible Financial Officer’s Report  (RFO):
Current account balance in the account is £9,147.07 and Deposit Account £1,970.41 totalling £11,117.48.

Agenda 7:	Discuss current planning applications and public footpath diversion consultation
A Pre-Order Consultation has been received from Gloucestershire County Council relating to the proposed diversion of part of the public footpath in Meysey Hampton.    Comments are invited for submission by 8th August 2025.

Cllr Williamson explained that this was an informal consultation and the first stage of the process when local authorities are considering applications to divert public footpaths.   It is understood that this application was submitted a few years ago and has only now reached the top for consideration.  Comments are invited from interested parties and are considered when deciding about proceeding to the next stage which would be a full formal Consultation process.

Cllr Naylor proposed that the Pre Order Consultation be circulated to village residents so they may submit their own comments direct to the GCC - for and against - if they wish.   The contact email address will be available in the circulated documents. This was agreed unanimously.

As the Parish Council will also need to respond, Cllr Naylor invited councillors to express their views on the proposed diversion, which were evenly split between those who approved the diversion and those against.   After lengthy discussion all councillors agreed and sympathised with the reasons for the landowner’s wish and need to move the footpath from the middle of the field for obvious agricultural reasons.   However, Cllrs. Williamson and O’Dell (who had expressed her views in writing in advance) thought the proposed diversion was not suitable as the track must be shared with commercial vehicles and there were other better options such as creating a grass footpath within the perimeter of the field.    Cllrs Michelson and Pursch expressed the view that vehicle use was minimal and not a major issue and many people preferred to walk the track particularly in winter when the field path can be very muddy and unpleasant to walk.    The views of dog walkers who have limited walking routes around the village were raised and discussed in terms of allowing space to exercise pets safely alongside the problems caused by irresponsible dog owners who allow them to damage crops and disturb game birds.  
After extensive discussion of these opposing views and the viability of possible alternative routes Cllr Naylor proposed the Parish Council submit their comments to reflect the following:

The Parish Council support the Landowners wish to move the footpath from the middle of his field but have reservations about the suitability of the alternative route alongside the track as it will be shared with vehicle movements to and from the farm buildings.  The view from the top of the field as an amenity would be greatly reduced and there may be alternative footpath routes that could be explored.

The Clerk will prepare a submission for approval by all councillors before sending as the Parish Council response to the Pre Order Consultation.

Agenda Item 8:	Discuss proposals to move to online banking:
The Clerk reported that Santander do not offer online dual authorisation accounts, as she has experience of personally through Barclays.     She quoted from the Financial Regulations clause 7 on electronic payments: “a minimum of two people will be involved in any online approval process”.   Cllr Michelson suggested that the regulation could be interpreted to allow one person to make the payment transfer after requesting and receiving approval in writing from another authorised person.   The Clerk will check whether this is acceptable under the regulations. 

Agenda Item 9:	Questions from the Public
None

Agenda Item 10:	Any Other Business
Church:  Cllr Pursch was pleased to announce that a CollectTin.comm card machine has been installed in the church, which will make giving much easier.  Thanks go to Sue and John Cresser Brown for all their research and for making it happen.
Cllr Pursch reported that she had attended The Town and Parish Council Summit Organised by Cotswold District Council to discuss Devolution and Local Opportunities.  This was to explore how Local Government Reform and the opportunities it presents can do more for communities.  Cllr Pursch thought it very interesting although a long term process, but she was surprised and disappointed that very few Parish Councillors were present.  The Clerk mentioned that Gloucestershire County Council had sent out a Survey document this week called Local Government Reorganisation Engagement which invited the public to engage in the process by submitting their views through the online survey.   The website for more information is at https://futuregloucestershire.org.uk

Cllr Pursch also registered to attend a Zoom meeting this week called Town and Parish Briefing on the 5-year Housing and Land Supply sustainable growth across the Cotswolds led by Matthew Britton Principal Planning Officer.   Unfortunately, there were difficulties with the Zoom Meeting and several people could not connect.  To ensure we do not miss the contents of the meeting a recording of the briefing together with slides will be sent out, and Cllr Pursch will forward this to Councillors as soon as it is received.  

Cllr Naylor reported that Norman ‘s bench has been installed on the Playing Field but they are awaiting delivery of the correct bolts for fixing it in place.

Agenda Item 11		 Date of next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 3rd September 2025.
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