Minutes of the Meeting of Meysey Hampton Parish Council held on
Wednesday, 8th March 2023

Present:
Councillor Roger Case 
Councillor Mark Naylor  
Councillor Margaret Pursch
Councillor Simon Michelson
Councillor Angela Wright
Councillor Jane O’Dell


Clerk:	Joan Jenkins

5 Members of the public

The meeting opened at 19.40 and took place in Meysey Hampton Village Hall.  

Agenda Item 1
There were apologies for absence from Councillor John Donnellan due to work commitments and District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey.

Agenda Item 2
There were no declarations of interest. 

Agenda Item 3.
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th December 2022 were approved as being a true and accurate reflection of that meeting and signed by Cllr Case.

Agenda Item 4:  Matters Arising:
Wildflower verges: Cllr Michelson was disappointed with last years lack of attempt  but weather conditions were difficult.  It was agreed the areas would be scarified and more seeds sown this year.
 

Agenda Item 5		 Officers’ Reports

District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey

Not present but her written reports had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.  These are also available to residents on application to the Clerk at clerkmhpc@hotmail.com


Councillor Angela Wright
Nothing to report.


Cllr Jane O’Dell
Village Hall: Nothing to report.allH
School: Nothing to report 

Councillor Simon Michelson  (Playing Fields Committee):
Siddington Cricket Club:  have confirmed 17 fixtures this season, with the Meysey All Stars Fixture booked for Sunday 7th May although he will check they are aware it is Coronation weekend.
Playground area:   new equipment installation completed and paid for.  Some work to the track is still needed.
Bonfire Night and Fireworks:  the same firework display company as last year has been booked for Friday, 3rd November.  

Councillor Mark Naylor
Cllrs. Naylor and Case attended a Wilts and Glos. Police meeting in Marston Meysey and met PC Harry ?    who is an addition to and support for the two current  PCSOs.
Cllr Naylor was also given a box of about 20 ‘No Cold Calling’ signs for individual properties and if any resident would like one please apply to Cllr Naylor via email:	   naylorm20@hotmail.com


Councillor John Donnellan (Greenacres)
Not present.

Councillor Margaret Pursch (Highways)
Potholes at the beginning of Church street have been filled by Highways but do not seem to be a permanent solution, possibly because of  continuing use by Thames Water trucks.   The same applies to the drain area by Villers Farm, which has been dealt with but not adequately.
A member of the public mentioned a pothole by the A417 crossroads and Cllr Pursch will contact Highways about it.

Councillor Roger Case  (RAF Fairford, )
Nothing to report.


Agenda Item 6  	Financial Officer’s Report:

Statements of Income and Expenditure show the Bank balances total £13,350.50 which includes £1,470 ring-fenced for car park maintenance, and the Clerk’s annual salary for 2022/23 will be paid this month.  Preparation for the End of Year Accounts and the annual VAT Return will begin at the end of the month.




Item 7:		.Kings Coronation weekend 6th – 8th May, 2023
There are plans for a barbecue event provided by The Masons with music to take place on the Green on Sunday 7th May.  Cllr Case reported he was looking for suitable live music.  Cllr Wright was not sure whether there would be sufficient interest in another Scarecrow Trail but agreed to send out an email to gauge support.   


Item 8		Coronation Mugs for Village Children
Cllr Case had sent out an email to gauge interest in this and had received a positive response for 16 mugs.   The Clerk had found one company which accepted a minimum order for 12 – 23 mugs and will contact them for more information about the products available.


Item 9  	Discuss current Planning Applications
Nothing to report.

Item 10: 	Quote for painting Bus Shelter interior.
The Clerk had sought and received a quote from the company which had removed the graffiti from the bus shelter last year.   The best they can do but without a Graffiti proof clear finish, would be £1,200.   Paul Fallows has also  offered to do the work and has been asked for a quote.  A decision will be made when this is received.

Item 11:  Discuss Parish Council support for the Speed Watch Group
Mrs. Jenkins speaking as representative of the Speed Watch Group reported that data gathered through regular monitoring until mid-November last year consistently recorded speeding at 35 – 45 mph through the village.  She has reached out to other villages such as Down Ampney and Quenington who have similar concerns. Quenington have installed speed cameras in a trial with Gloucestershire Constabulary and details of the scheme and full results have been shared with Meysey Hampton and other communities.   Meysey Hampton Speed Watch Group believe that an improved Speed Flashing Sign would help reduce speeding coming into the village but are unable to proceed further without Parish Council support.  Applications to and correspondence with Highways and Gloucestershire Constabulary on these issues need to have the support of the Parish Council, which Mrs. Jenkins is now requesting on behalf of the SW Group.  After some discussion it was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council would support further exploration of speed reduction systems, and correspondence on these matters can be made in the name of Meysey Hampton Parish Council.

Item 12:	Purchase of‘ No Cold Calling’ signs.
A quote of £70 has been received via PCSO Zaheer for  10 x A4 Lamp Posts Signs.  After some discussion it was agreed unanimously to purchase the signs.


Agenda Item 13 	Village Litter Pick Sunday, 12th March
Cllr Pursch confirmed that the Litter Pick would take place on Sunday 12th March and she was collecting grabbers and bags from Fairford.  Cllr O’Dell has gloves and grabbers purchased last year.  Participants are asked to wear their own high-vis jackets if possible although some will be available on the day.

Agenda Item 14	Questions from the Public		
None

Agenda Item 15	Any Other Business
The Green:	Thanks were given to Dominic Emery for cutting back his hedge on the Green.
Cllr O’Dell expressed concern about the condition of the grass on the Green which is inexplicably patchy and muddy in areas which do not have heavy use.  It will be monitored.

Thames Water:  Cllr Case thanked the two representatives from Thames Water who addressed a meeting in the Hall with village residents prior to the Parish Council Meeting.

Oil energy rebate:  Cllr Wright asked how this was paid or applied for.  Cllr O’Dell advised it came automatically through the electricity account and was paid directly into individual bank accounts.  

Parking along The Green and Church Street:   concerns have continued to be raised particularly with the continued use of the road by TW tankers.   The residents of Villers Farm are particularly impacted and concerned.  Cllr Case has approached Richard Gray of Highways but he is not able to take any action to alleviate the situation.
Cllr O’Dell said she would be making more ‘No Parking’ signs to site along the edge of The Green and will ask Villers Farm if she can also place some on the verge by their entrance.

Mini Meyseys:  Dominic Emery and his wife were very happy to donate the profits from the summer play they hosted in their gardens to The Mini Meyseys which meets in the Village Hall.   Many thanks are given to them for their contribution.

Agenda Item 16 	 Date of next Meeting
Parish Council Meetings for 2023/24 will be held on Wednesdays and agreed as follows:

17th May 2023
12th July 
13th September
6th   December 
13th March 2024

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm (20.30 hrs).
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