Minutes of the AGM Meeting of Meysey Hampton Parish Council held on
Wednesday,  7th May 2025


Present:
Councillor Roger Case (Chair)
Councillor Mark Naylor  
Councillor Margaret Pursch
Councillor Jane O’Dell
Councillor Simon Michelson
Councillor Alison Williamson

District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey

Clerk:	Joan Jenkins

Three members of the public

The Parish Meeting opened at 7 pm and this was followed by the Parish Council AGM which opened at 19.30 in Meysey Hampton Village Hall.  

Prior to the PC meeting, Cllr Case congratulated Cllr Spivey on behalf of the Parish Council on her re-election and her appointment as Leader of Gloucestershire County Council.

Agenda Item 1 Apologies for Absence
Councillor John Donnellan was unable to attend due to a health issue.

Agenda Item 2
There were no declarations of interest.

Agenda Item 3 to elect Chair and Vice Chair
Cllr Michelson proposed Cllr Case as Chairman and Cllr O’Dell seconded. Cllr Case proposed Cllr Naylor as Vice Chair and this was seconded by Cllr Pursch.  Both appointments were approved by the Council.

Agenda Item 4: Confirm the Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th March 2025
Mr. Steve Cole had challenged Minute Agenda Item 10b which stated the Hercules application had been rejected.   This was inaccurate and it was agreed that the Minutes should be amended accordingly.   In the presence of the Councillors the Clerk replaced the word “rejected” with the hand-written words “. . approved with conditions”.  See details in Agenda Item 13 below.  Mr Cole has also reported that there have been breaches of the conditions of hours and traffic movements and Cllr Spivey will be pursuing this with the Planning Dept.

Agenda Item 5:   Matters Arising:.  
Thames Water:  Cllr. Naylor reported that Julie Moulton, has moved to another position within TW and there has been no news of her replacement to date, although someone called Hannah is currently filling in for her  Cllr Naylor will continue to chase for information and action on the car park repairs and partial re-surfacing.   In the meantime, he has filled in the ridges in the damaged verge and sown some grass seed although the lack of rain has not assisted its growth.
CClr Spivey kindly agreed to investigate with TW as to who and when a replacement for Julie Moulton role would be appointed.

Under Mirror and High Street Junction would you please add after “Church and High Streets”:


Footbridge and Parking issues:	See Cllr Williamson’s Officers Reports

Mirror at Church and High Street junction:  Cllr Pursch reported that they were still waiting for the Road Safety Officer to attend site, assess the situation and give advice.   CCllr Spivey said she would chase Gill Portlock of Highways on this issue, as well as the painting of Slow signs on each side of the junction between Church and High Streets, as well as the outstanding issues discussed and agreed previously at their onsite meeting with Councillor Case and Councillor Naylor.
 
A response is also awaited from Highways regarding the unsafe wall and damaged verge opposite The Masons.  CCllr Spivey said she would chase but advised that Highways generally consider the rebuilding of damaged or fallen walls to be the responsibility of the landowner.


Agenda Item 5  Officers’ Reports

District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey
Cllr Spivey sent her Annual Reports for 2024/25 to the Clerk prior to the meeting, and these were circulated to all Councillors.   They are available to residents who wish to see them on application to the Clerk via email. 
The current focus is on the government directive for consultation on Local Government Reorganisation and Devolution .  The expectation from government is that the District/Borough/City tier of local government is removed and a unitary council is established to deliver all services.  In Gloucestershire there are currently 3 proposals:
1. A single unitary authority covering all Gloucestershire 
2. 2 unitary authorities dividing the county into East and West Council
3. A Greater Gloucester Council with either 1 or 2 councils covering the remainder of the county.
Final proposals need to be submitted by 28th November 2025.

Councillor Simon Michelson (Playing Fields)
The Cricket Season has started what will be a busy year for the Playing Fields as reported in the March Minutes.   The Playing Fields AGM is being held on 8th May at 7.30 pm.

Cllr Alison Williamson (Footpaths)

Strawberry Lane Woodland / stream walk:    Cllr Williamson again wished to thank Mr. Caroe for making great improvements to the footpath including areas at the bottom of Strawberry Lane field which have now have been filled with hardcore and are greatly improved. 
Footbridge and Kissing Gate MH to Poulton walk: Cllr. Williamson has received an update from Frank DW who is arranging meetings with the two landowners to discuss access and approvals.  The agreed Build Back Better Grant is dependent on approval from the landowners.
Parking issue:  The Masons: the proposal to have a white line painted with possibly a “No Parking” sign to clearly mark the footpath section to the Green side of The Masons is being pursued by Frank DW with Highways.  Cllr. Williamson suggested this could be done at the same time as the Slow signs on the road, and Cllr Spivey will include this in her correspondence with Gill Portlock.
There has been no update on the cutting back and widening of the footpath which runs along the Manor hedge. 
Cllr Williamson has been in touch with Mr. Jan Coowper who is still pursuing how to connect villages via permissive paths.  He is also looking at creating paths along roadside verges to allow walking, for example between Meysey Hampton and Fairford.  Cllr Williamson pointed out that these verges are part of the highway and therefore anyone is entitled to walk along them.  However, use is minimal due to heavy traffic along the road.

Cllr Williamson had been approached by a resident about the poor condition of the zig-zag signs at the end of School Lane outside the School.   During discussion it was established that these lines were installed when a bus from the Base brought children to the school and the zig zag lines were installed to indicate the Bus’ parking area.   However, it has never been legally enforceable.

 Councillor Jane O’Dell (School and Hall)
The Village Hall: nothing to report
School:   a member of staff is doing a project with children creating an “historical trail” of the village, highlighting places and times of historic interest in Meysey Hampton.    They would like to appeal to local residents for any documentary or physical evidence and artifacts which could contribute to the project.  Please contact Cllr O’Dell (janieodell@hotmail.co.uk) or the School Secretary directly.

Councillor Roger Case (Air Base)
Reminder that Fairford Air Base are currently carrying out exercises and that there will be increased activity during the period 5th – 21st May.

RIAT weekend will be 18th/19th July.

Councillor Margaret Pursch (Highways)

Nothing to report,

Councillor Mark Naylor (Police Liaison)
Nothing to report.

Councillor John Donnellan (Greenacres)
Not in attendance.


Agenda Item 7  	Responsible Financial Officer’s Report  (RFO):
The Clerk updated Councillors on the status with Santander Bank.   Access is now fully restored but due to a change of policy written instructions to the bank are no longer actioned.  Attempts to transfer funds from the Saver Account to the Current account involved numerous phone calls ending in the Clerk and Cllr Case having to be present in the same room to establish identity via a phone conversation with Santander security department before the money could be moved to the Current account to pay outstanding bills.   The Clerk therefore changed instructions to the CDC to send the Precept funding to the Current Account not the Saver account.   HMRC have also reimbursed VAT paid during 2024/25 and bank balances are currently Current Account £12,468.67 and Deposit Account £1,967.12 totalling £14,435.

The Internal Audit of the accounts by Mrs. Gail Dillon has been undertaken and the Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25 signed by her.   AGAR forms are submitted for signature at this meeting by The Chairman and the Clerk/RFO.

Agenda Item 8:	Certificate of Exemption 2024/25: 
Signed and dated by Cllr Case and Mrs. Jenkins, RFO. This document will be sent to the External Auditors.

Agenda Item 9:	Annual Governance Statement 2024/25
Signed and dated by Cllr Case and Mrs. Jenkins, Clerk

Agenda Item 10:	Annual Accounting Statements 2024/25
Certified by Mrs. Jenkins as RFO on 6th May 2025.  Signed by Cllr Case as Chair at this meeting.

Agenda Item 11:	Discuss and Review Standing Orders (Updated April 2023)
Cllr Case asked the Councillors if they had any issues to raise about the current Standing Orders. There were none raised.

Agenda 12	Discuss and Review Financial Regulations (updated April 2024)
Since these were issued in April 2024 some minor amendments have been issued, none of which are obligatory.   No-one expressed concerns with the current Regulations and no concerns were raised.

Agenda 13:	Discuss current planning applications

Hercules Service, Sunhill, Consultation on Proposed variation to Conditions 6 and 7 of Permission 20/01883/FUL.   Approved with Conditions.  See Agenda Item 4 above.
Condition 6:	Increase of working hours approved at 06:00 – 18:30 Monday – Friday
And 08:00 – 13:00 Saturdays.   Condition 7:  Increase in vehicle movement:  to not exceed 5,736 in a continuous 12 month period.

Listed Builder Consent 25/01118/LBC:	 to replace bathroom and bedroom windows.
No objections
Full Application Erection of garden room 25/00963 FUL:  no objections

.
Agenda Item 14:		Discuss Parish Council Insurance renewal
Renewal is due on 1st June 2025 and this will be the third year of a three year fixed contract with Zurich Municipal.   Renewal documents are awaited.

Agenda Item 15:	Discuss proposals to move to online banking:
Due to the problems outlined in Agenda Item 7 above, the Clerk will be exploring the possibility of changing to online banking.  She quoted from the Financial Regulations clause 7 on electronic payments: “a minimum of two people will be involved in any online approval process”.   If Santander do not administer such dual authorisation accounts, then it may be necessary to make alternative arrangements.   The Clerk will report back at the next meeting.

Agenda Item 16:	Questions from the Public
None

Agenda Item 17:	Any Other Business
  
Book Exchange:  Cllr O’Dell would like to set up a free Book Exchange in the village and has identified the Bus Shelter as a possible venue for people to borrow and leave books.  Although the Bus Shelter is on the edge of the village, it is the only easily accessible, sheltered suitable structure.   The Council were supportive and Cllr O’Dell will pursue the idea.  The first requirement is to locate a suitable bookcase.
Litter Pick Thank you: Cllr Williamson wished to thank everyone from the village who took part on 23rd March, and to Cllr Pursch for organising it.  The response and results were both excellent.
Hedges and Bushes:  Cllr Williamson wished to remind everyone to check their garden borders where growth of hedges and bushes extending across public pathways.  Overgrowth can impede and impact pedestrians.  Please take a moment to check and cut back where necessary.
Speed Gun:	Cllr Case asked about the status of the speed gun and speed monitoring.  The Clerk reported that Mr. & Mrs. Cowper currently hold the speed gun but that monitoring had been put on hold during the winter and since the Speed Sign had been erected.    If there is support to renew speed monitoring by becoming a volunteer then please contact Joan Jenkins.
Cllr O’Dell asked whether there was an age limit for monitoring as she feels it would be a good experience for the older children to take part.   Mrs. Jenkins later checked and confirmed the minimum age for taking part is 18 years old.

Agenda Item 13		 Date of next Meetings 2025 / 2026
A request has been made to change the next meeting from Wednesday 2nd July to 9th July.   
After checking diaries, Councillors were in agreement and the next meeting is confirmed as 9TH JULY 2025.  

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.45 pm (20:45 hrs).
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