Minutes of the Meeting of Meysey Hampton Parish Council held on
Wednesday,  6th December 2023

Present:
Councillor Roger Case 
Councillor Mark Naylor  
Councillor Margaret Pursch
Councillor Simon Michelson
Councillor Jane O’Dell
Councillor Alison Williamson


Clerk:	Joan Jenkins

5 Members of the public

The meeting opened at 19.30 and took place in Meysey Hampton Village Hall.  

Agenda Item 1
Cllr Donnellan and District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey sent apologies for absence.

Agenda Item 2
There were no declarations of interest in the Agenda.

Agenda Item 3
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th September 2023 were approved as being a true and accurate reflection of that meeting and signed by Cllr Case.

Agenda Item 4:  Matters Arising:
Coronation Tree:  Cllr Case confirmed that two trees, a Hawthorn and a Crab Apple, had been ordered and thanks were given to Mrs. Sue Cresser-Brown for selecting and arranging the order.   Planting is still to be arranged but Cllr O’Dell suggested that children from the school should be involved, which was agreed to be an excellent idea.

Phone Box:  Cllr Michelson explained to the meeting that Mr. Luke Horwat has approached the Council with an offer to paint the phone box, and Cllr Michelson will be contacting him to make the arrangements.  Mr. Horwat has historical family connections with the village.

Thames Water:  Julie Moulton’s email of 30th November advised the Parish Council that further issues had developed in the pumping station rising main and the tankers are again in daily use.  The Clerk reported she had spoken to her that day and was told that an inconsistency in the flow at peak and off peak times was being investigated. She gave a long list of investigative actions now being taken in conjunction with the Capital Project Team to identify the problem.  She would be attending a meeting on 8th December and issuing an update letter/email to the PC and residents at the end of the week.   The PC meeting was opened to members of the public, with residents directly affected describing excessive noise levels and the consequences of tanker movements during wet winter conditions creating inconvenience and further erosion to ground surfaces.    Cllr. Case will speak to D. Cllr Spivey and Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown MP about contacting and putting pressure on senior executives of Thames Water on our behalf. 

Speed Watch and Flashing Sign:  Cllr Pursch reported that she has emailed Highways again advising them that the Parish Council wish to purchase and erect a new flashing speed sign on the existing pole and if no objections are raised by Highways the Parish Council will proceed accordingly.   No response has been received to that email and Cllr Pursch proposed that the purchase of the sign previously discussed and agreed in Agenda Item 4, 12th July 2023 should proceed.

Footpaths:  Cllr Williamson has been supporting Mr. Jan Cowper in his endeavor to open permissive footpaths on routes between Meysey Hampton, Down Ampney and Fairford.   They had a meeting a few weeks ago when they also discussed connections with Fairford and Marston Meysey.   Mr. Cowper is now approaching local landowners with a view to opening discussions around permissive footpath routes which are perhaps limited to times of the year which would not impact on landowners’ commercial use of the land.    Cllr Williamson had also received an email from village resident, Hilary Foulkes, describing her extensive use of the local footpath network and asking how and to whom she should report neglected or damaged areas of footpaths.  Cllr Williamson advised her to approach the landowner in the first instance and to seek support from the local Ramblers association.    Cllr Case suggested that if she can give specific details of exact sections of footpath she is concerned about within the Parish, a letter could be sent from the PC to the landowner asking them to remedy the issue.

Carols on the Green:  Cllr Case reported the Christmas Tree, kindly donated by Chris Peachy, is up on the Green and many thanks are extended to Bob Green, Nigel Godwin and Andy Richardson for their help in selecting, transporting and successfully erecting the tree on a cold and wet day.  Santa has accepted his invitation to attend, and the carol music is being supplied by Jean and Barry Kilgareth.  Gathering on the Green for Santa’s arrival at 6 pm. on Thursday, 21st December.

District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey
Not present.  No report sent.

Councillor Alison Williamson (Footpaths)
Cllr Williamson wished to bring attention to the problem of Ash Dieback disease which results in trees shedding their branches sometimes very suddenly and could be a danger to local walkers.    She suggested a letter be sent to local landowners through whose land the footpaths are routed, or where they overhang a public area, to alert them to the issue and ask them to check the condition of Ash and other trees on their lands where the public might walk.   

Councillor Jane O’Dell
School:  The pupils recently had a “Parliament Week” when they walked around the village and suggested improvements which could be made, such as more bins, a shop, a book swap, a sign for the village pump, etc.  They then wrote to the Parish and District Councils with their questions.  Cllr Case responded by engaging with the pupils at a Q & A session in the school, and the CDC responded with several letters and two posters about Litter and Nature Spotting.   The Parish Council gave permission for these to be fixed in positions near the pond and church, and Cllr Naylor offered to help with this.
Village Hall:   Film Night:  Ongoing.

Councillor Simon Michelson (Playing Fields)
Fireworks and Bonfire Night:  a successful evening. Although numbers were down slightly, cash donations increased resulting in a net profit of £1,900.  Cllr Michelson thanked the Parish Council for purchasing the fireworks for the event, and thanked Peter and Diana Caroe for providing car parking space.    Unfortunately, as it had been so wet, the field was damaged in attempts to move the beefburger van afterwards.   Repairs to the field will be dealt with in due course.
Defibrillator:  Cllr Michelson was advised by Cllr Pursch that the two defibrillators in Meysey Hampton and Greenacres are no longer on the Fairford First Responders’ Ambulance Map which should identify all defibrillator locations.  Cllr Michelson was surprised at this as he makes a monthly report to Community Heartbeat, and they confirm the two defibrillators are registered and functional.  He will contact the First Responders and ensure the issue is resolved.

Councillor Mark Naylor
Cold Callers have been reported in Bibury and other local villages.   It is hoped that the No Cold Calling signs displayed around the village will discourage similar approaches but Cllr Naylor warned residents to be alert.


Councillor Margaret Pursch (Highways).
A417 crossroads:  A new Crossroads warning sign has been erected.
Road to Down Ampney approaching the Kennels:    excess rainwater forms large pools of water which sit at the edge of the road, eroding the road edges.   She will report it to Highways.


Councillor John Donnellan (Greenacres)
Not present but had emailed to advise there were no issues to report at Greeneacres.


Councillor Roger Case (RAF Fairford, )
Airbase:	Nothing to report.  Cllr Williamson asked whether there had been any response from the complaints of music from the Base as raised in AOB at the last PC Meeting.   Cllr Case will make enquiries.

Agenda Item 6  	Financial Officer’s Report:
The Playing Fields Committee have reimbursed the grasscutting costs to the Parish Council and the total account balance is now £14,914.79, less £1,470 ring-fenced for car park maintenance.  Liabilities include the fireworks invoice which has not yet been received and the Clerk’s salary which is paid in March 2024.


Agenda Item 7:	Discuss and Agree 2024/25 Donations
It was proposed and agreed to continue the purchase and donation of Bonfire Night fireworks to a net value of £2,000, and to allow £500 for a ‘Village Event’.

Agenda Item 8:	Discuss and agree the Clerk’s salary 2024/25
It was proposed and agreed to increase the Clerk’s salary from £3,000 to £3,250.

Agenda Item 9:	Discuss and agree the Budget and Precept for 2024/25
Cllr Case explained to the Meeting and public attendees that the Precept is the amount requested by the Parish Council from CDC, and that amount is reflected in the Council Tax Bills.   The Precept request from Meysey Hampton PC has remained at £9,400 since April 2012.  However, the Parish Council Budget and expenditure has been more than the Precept for several years and overspend has been used from surplus funds to keep the Precept amount down.  The Budget calculated for 2024-25 totals £11,590 as per the breakdown below:

Grasscutting		£4,120
Hall Hire		£     60
Insurance		£   300
Subs and Training	£   200
Clerk and Admin	£3,350
Office computer	£   500
Audit Legal		£   100
Parish Maint.		£   310
Donations		£2,500
Chairman allowance	£   150
		          £11,590

Whilst there will be some surplus funds to carry forward, it is felt that the Precept request should now be increased.   Cllr Case proposed an increase of £400 to £9,800 which is a 3.94% increase.   This was seconded by Cllr Naylor and Cllr Michelson. 


Agenda Item 11	Current Planning Applications
Cllr Case reported that the Sunhill site proposal has been rejected and the owners will not appeal.  They are now considering other options.


Agenda Item 12	A417 Speed Limit Support
Mr. McFadyen has requested official support from the Parish Council for a reduced Speed Limit at the crossroads and has written to Richard Gray, Highways, who has replied at length but negatively.  Cllr Naylor noted that Richard Gray suggested getting support from our Community Police Officer and Cllr Naylor suggested he put Mr. McFadyen in touch with CPSO Zee Bubul, together with speeding data gathered by Highways  in October 2018 at four different sites. The MEAN speed recorded at all these locations in 2018 were below the 50mph speed limit. The Council agreed with Cllr Naylor’s suggestion.

Agenda Item 13	Discuss Model Biodiversity Policy
Cllr Case explained that this is a new Governmental Policy which requires local councils to take action to promote biodiversity in their community.   The planting of trees, wildflower verges and involvement of school children in nature activities were raised by Councillors as examples of community activities already undertaken.

Agenda Item 14	Questions from the Public
Unauthorised Trade use of the Car Park:	Several members of the public raised concerns that contractors at The Old Rectory are using the Car Park in ways that exceed their entitlement to access the property across the Car Park.    Several examples were given, including the offloading and storing of building materials, use of a large cement mixer in a public car park and parking a dumper truck with the engine running for long periods.   These activities also take up valuable parking space from residents and school users.    There have also been complaints of noisy and disruptive work practices which neighbours have been exposed to outside reasonable working hours.   
TPOs (Tree Protection Orders)    It has been noted that several trees in the wooded area known as The Brake have been removed and there are concerns that these were subject to TPOs and therefore protected.   The CDC Planning authorities will be advised and enquiries made.

After some discussion it was agreed that the owner should be advised of village concerns and to remind him of his neighbourly responsibilities. 


Agenda Item 15	Any Other Business
Nothing raised.

Agenda Item 14 	 Date of next Meeting
The next Parish Council Meetings will be held on Wednesday, 13th March 2024  at 7.30 pm in the Main Village Hall. 


There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.00 pm (21.00 hrs).
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