Minutes of the Meeting of Meysey Hampton Parish Council held on
Wednesday,  5th March 2025


Present:
Councillor Roger Case (Chair)
Councillor Mark Naylor  
Councillor Margaret Pursch
Councillor Jane O’Dell
Councillor Simon Michelson
Councillor Alison Williamson
Councillor John Donnellan

District Councillor Lisa Spivey

Clerk:	Joan Jenkins

Two members of the public

The meeting opened at 19.30 in Meysey Hampton Village Hall.  

Agenda Item 1 Apologies for Absence
No apologies for absence.

Agenda Item 2
Cllr Case declared an interest in Item 10, which has been proposed by Mrs. Case.

Agenda Item 3
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th December 2024 were approved as being a true and accurate reflection of that meeting and signed by Cllr Case.

Agenda Item 4:  Matters Arising:
Thames Water:  Cllr. Naylor reported that although there was no advanced notice of the works as had been requested, TW have made repairs to areas of Church Street in front of Phil Barnett’s house, installed a new section of car park fencing and carried out further work to the stone wall.    Cllr Williamson asked whether the verge opposite the car park would be repaired, and Cllr Naylor will follow up with TW.  There is still uncertainty about the source of the water running down Church Street and whether any action is being or will be taken.  Various reports from TW attribute it to a spring or treated water originating from the grounds of The Old Rectory.  TW have contacted The Old Rectory and Cllr Naylor reported that the area was dry when he checked a few days ago.

Footbridge and Parking issues:	See Cllr Williamson’s Officers Reports

Mirror at Church and High Street junction:  Gill Portlock of Highways, met Cllrs Case and Naylor on site to discuss the issue.   Gill Portlock explained that it is Highways policy that they do not and would not erect mirrors or supply them.  With Mr. Caroe’s permission it might be possible to install one on his land but the PC would need to investigate and fund the pole and mirror.  Gill Portlock will ask the Road Safety Officer to come out to advise on ideas to improve the junction and the possible size and location of a mirror.    She was very aware of the difficulties for drivers emerging from Church Street and agreed to put a Slow sign on each side of the junction.   Cllr O’Dell pointed out that speed is not the main issue but visibility.  Everyone agreed but hoped that these interventions would be helpful.
The Clerk also mentioned a request from a resident that the 30 signs on the road from Down Ampney be re-painted, which could be carried out at the same time.
At the same meeting, Gill Portlock agreed to reinstate the markers at the A417 crossroads and replace the missing sign, which was reported over a year ago.  
Tree Planting behind The Masons.  Cllr Pursch had not been able to find any archival documents relating to this area.
Music from the Base: This has been resolved, and thanks go to Mrs. Case for her assistance.
Painting Phone Box:   Cllr Michelson had heard nothing from Luke Horwat from Cambridge who had offered to paint the Phone Box some time ago.   If he does not make contact in the coming months, we should look into getting quotes to get the work done in 2026.


Agenda Item 5  Officers’ Reports

District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey
Cllr. Spivey had sent GCC Spring Report County Report prior to the meeting and these had been circulated to the Councillors. In summary, the main issue of concern is Local Government Reorganisation and Devolution.  The Governments English Devolution paper issued on 16th December 2024 included a framework for devolving power and funding from central government to local authorities but to become a “Strategic Authority” any area with a “two tier” system would need to go through a unitarization process to unlock those devolution deals.  In Gloucestershire the 6 district, borough and city councils will be abolished, and a new unitary authority / 2 authorities must be established to deliver all services under 1 umbrella.  There is a huge amount of work and upheaval for all council staff.  Gloucestershire is evaluating whether 1 mega council or 2 smaller unitary authorities would be the best solution in the interim.  Proposals will be submitted on 21st March with final submissions by 28th November 2025.
Other ongoing issues include Highways and Flooding.   Highways drainage network is not able to cope with the short but heavy downpours of rain and Cllr Spivey has put forward a budget to begin necessary CCTV surveys and drainage improvement works but this has been rejected.  Potholes continue to be a problem and individuals are encouraged to report potholes online to https://fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk/
County Council Budget has been set for 2025/26 at £665 million with the largest proportion going to Children’s and Adults’ social care.
Jo Walker has been appointed the new Chief Executive.
EV  Solutions:  special display and trade show in Cirencester Market Place on Thursday 6th March.

Councillor Simon Michelson (Playing Fields)
2025 will be a busy year for the Playing Fields.
Cricket:	25 match fixtures are planned by Siddington and Poulton CCs.
Fund raising Marathon: Paul Hawkins is doing a marathon in memory of his son George on 178th May 2025.
RIAT Park and View  is on the weekend of 19th/20th July.
Bonfire Night:	  will be on Saturday, 1s November 2025.
Heliport:	The playing fields are hoping to welcome a helicopter landing late in June.
Large holes in the Playing Field.    The source is unclear.   They could be caused by a large dog or badgers.  Cllr Pursch reported evidence of badgers in the vicinity of the church.  Cllr Michelson said that Martin is filling in the holes as they appear.

Councillor Alison Williamson (Footpaths)

Strawberry Lane Woodland / stream walk:  a letter signed jointly by Meysey Hampton Parish Council and Marston Meysey Parish Meeting Chairmen was emailed to Mr. Caroe on 20th January and this was followed up by a hard copy delivered to him on 25th February.  Cllr Williamson is pleased to report that the mud in the worst affected areas has now been scraped off and the path is firmer and level.  Overhanging branches have also been cut back.  The hardcore track from Breach Hill to the woodland stream area has been scraped back and the surface improved.   The fallen tree over the footpath has been cut up and removed.   Unfortunately, the bottom of the Strawberry Lane field is still very churned up by the farm contractors’ large vehicles.   Cllr Williamson and the Parish Council agreed that a letter of thanks should be sent to Mr. Peter Caroe for the improvements that have been made.

Cllr. Williamson contacted Frank DW about the condition of the two-sleeper bridge over the ditch at the bottom of Breach Hill.  The County Council has now inspected the bridge, cleaned the sleepers, and attached four non-slip ‘footplates’ to each sleeper, considerably improving grip and therefore safety.

Parking issue:  The Masons:	The Clerk has established through Land Registry that Arkells do not own the hard-standing area at the side of The Masons Arms and therefore the footpath which runs along the edge of The Green is the responsibility of the PC.   Frank Dorrington Ward, Glos Footpaths, attended a site meeting with Cllrs Williamson and Case and the Clerk to discuss the options to visibly indicate the border of the footpath.   An initial proposal is to have a white line painted with possibly a “No Parking” sign and Frank DW agreed to find out whether this small area could be done by Highways.   If this is not possible then the installation of narrow bollards might be considered.
Cllr Williamson also asked Frank DW whether he could arrange for the footpath which runs along the Manor hedge to be cut back and widened.  It has become very narrow.   If this is not possible then a village work party may need to be set up.

Footbridge and Kissing Gate MH to Poulton walk:  Cllr. Williamson has received an update from Frank DW that a meeting is being set up with landowners Bob Spackman and Richard Butt to discuss schedules and formally get their permissions.   The Clerk said she had applied for and received confirmation of a Build Back Better grant towards the gate for £250 but she needed to confirm that landowners’ permission had been given before the money is released.
 
Councillor John Donnellan (Greenacres)
No issues reported in Greenacres.

The bridge over the stream:  The problem has been reported to Highways but no response received to date.  
Cllr Donnellan asked whether the “Average Speed” signs and monitors  which Poulton have installed might be employed along A417 to monitor vehicle speeds passing Greenacres and MH crossroads.   Cllr Naylor said he had already spoken to Gill Portlock about these and is awaiting further information.  They are supplied and installed through the Speed Watch Fund but Parish Councils pay for the cost of sending out the speeding letters. 


Councillor Margaret Pursch (Highways)
Wall and verge in High Street  opposite The Masons:  Three weeks ago Cllr Pursch reported to Highways that a large agricultural vehicle had driven over and eroded the verge at the base of the field wall, possibly causing serious instability to the wall which has a crack running through it.  There has been no response, and no inspection made to date. Cllr Pursch is very concerned as it could be dangerous.  CCllr Spivey agreed to raise it personally with Highways.
Ditch at Greenacres: Cllr Pursch has discussed this with Bob Spackman and he has inspected the ditch.  However, he believes it is probably a Highways problem.
Willow trees around the Pond:   this was also discussed, and he will take a look.
Dog Poo Bin:  some residents have asked whether the Bin on the electricity pole could be moved to a place nearer the Playing Fields entrance.  There was some discussion but the concern was getting approval for the move from the CDC contractors who empty the bins.
Spring water:  the water running down the road from the spring just below the Playing Fields Gate is from a spring and will reduce and dry up as ground water levels recede.

Cllr Case raised the issue of excessive mud covering the pavements outside residents houses on the Down Ampney road and elsewhere in High Street.  This appears to have been caused by Council road cleaning vehicles which sprayed excess mud and water onto the pavements in the process of cleaning the road gutters.   It is unclear who should be responsible for now cleaning the pavements.

Councillor Mark Naylor (Police Liaison)
Nothing to report.


Councillor Jane O’Dell (School and Hall)
Nothing to report.

Councillor Roger Case (Air Base)
Nothing to report.

Agenda Item 6  	Responsible Financial Officer’s Report  (RFO):
The Clerk referred to the updated Financial Statements circulated to Councillors. The total bank balances currently total £8,744.74 with £1,470 ring-fenced for car park maintenance.   After deducting Clerk salary and expenses due in March plus incidentals the anticipated end of year surplus to carry forward will be less than £4,000.

The Clerk also confirmed the information relayed to Councillors by email that restricted access to the accounts had been imposed by Santander Bank until authority details had been updated.   This involves completing and submitting a Bank Form to remove A. Wright as authorised signatory.   As approval needs to be minuted, this will be discussed under AOB.


Agenda Item 7:	Approve appointment of Internal Auditor: 
The Clerk confirmed that Mrs. Gail Dillon is willing to carry out the Internal Audit this year for the same fee.  This was welcomed and approved.

Agenda Item 8		Discuss Parish Meeting
It was agreed that a Parish Meeting would be held prior to the next Parish Council meeting in May.

Agenda Item 9		Discuss and agree the purchase of new community song sheets.
Cllr Pursch will make enquiries as to the cost and report back.  

Agenda Item 10 a	Discuss a donation towards an afternoon tea to celebrate VE Day
Mrs. Case has requested a sum of up to £250 to cover the costs of a VE event for the older residents of the village.  Cllr O’Dell reported that the Village Hall had agreed not to charge for hall hire and it was anticipated that many of the cakes would be supplied by villagers so costs should be minimal.  There was general support for VE celebrations and a donation to cover the costs up to a maximum of £250 was proposed by Cllr Naylor, seconded by Cllr Michelson and approved.  

Agenda Item 10 b.	Current Planning Applications.
Hercules Service, Sunhill, Consultation on Proposed variation to Conditions 6 and 7 of Permission 20/01883/FUL  This has been rejected.

No other planning matters to report.

At this point Cllr Naylor asked CCllr Spivey about the reinstatement of mandatory house building numbers in Gloucestershire and a resident raised the issue of building on the grey belt.  Cllr Spivey responded by explaining that 80% of CDC area of responsibility is designated an Area of Outstanding Beauty so that only 20% can be built on.  This will concentrate those developments in current urban areas.  She conceded it will be a very difficult decision-making process.

Agenda Item 11:		Questions from the Public
A resident raised the issue of having to pay for a Green Waste bin and asked why it was not included in the Council’s general re-cycling collection budget.   CCllr. Spivey explained that green waste is a non-statutory service and it would not be cost effective to include it in the general waste collection budget.

Cllr Pursch raised a question on behalf of a young man who works in Cirencester.   He had just started a new job and was shocked that he had to pay £12 a day for parking.  CCllr Spivey pointed out that there were several long-term car parks where the charges are considerably less but that they were at the edge of the town rather than in the centre.   These can be identified through the CDC website.


Agenda Item 12	Any Other Business
Santander Bank:   the Council discussed and agreed that Mrs. Angela Wright should be removed from the bank’s records as authorised person and signatory of the accounts.   Mrs. Wright stood down as a Parish Councillor in 2023.

Litter Pick:  this will take place on Sunday, 23rd March.   Meet on the Green at 10 am.
Cllr O’Dell will purchase more Pickers and Cllr Pursch will call into Fairford Town Hall to collect black bags.   Helpers are asked to bring gloves and yellow jackets if they have them.

Agenda Item 13		 Dates of next Meetings  2025 / 2026
The following dates were proposed, all on Wednesday evenings at 7.30 pm:

2025
MAY 14th 	Parish Meeting will be held at 7 pm. And Parish Council Meeting at 7.30 pm.  
 Cllr Williamson may not be available on this date.

JULY 2nd

SEPTEMBER 3rd

DECEMBER 3rd

2026
MARCH 4th


There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.25 pm (21:25 hrs).
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