Minutes of the Meeting of Meysey Hampton Parish Council held on
Wednesday,  4th December 2024


Present:
Councillor Roger Case (Chair)
Councillor Mark Naylor  
Councillor Margaret Pursch
Councillor Simon Michelson
Councillor Alison Williamson
Councillor John Donnellan

Clerk:	Joan Jenkins

One member of the public

The meeting opened at 19.30 in Meysey Hampton Village Hall.  

Cllr Naylor expressed the thoughts of all present in welcoming the return of Cllr Case as Chair of the Council after his recent absence due to illness.  Cllr Case in turn thanked Cllr Naylor for stepping in as Acting Chair and continuing the work of the Parish Council so ably.

Agenda Item 1 Apologies for Absence
Councillor Jane O’Dell apologised for absence due to illness.

Agenda Item 2
There were no items of interest to be declared on the agenda.

Agenda Item 3
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th September 2024 were approved as being a true and accurate reflection of that meeting and signed by Cllr Case.

Agenda Item 4:  Matters Arising:
Thames Water:  Cllr. Naylor reported that TW are currently upgrading the pumping station and have issued a schedule stating a completion date of 13th January 2025.  Tankers are in use and on standby during the day whilst this work is undertaken.   The agreed repairs to areas of Church Street in front of Phil Barnett’s house, car park fencing and car park potholes will be dealt with by TW contractors after completion.  It was proposed and agreed that an inspection be made and photographs taken of the car park surface when the pumping station upgrade is complete, and the tankers are fully off site.

Footbridge and Parking issues:	See Officers Reports

Parking issue:  The Masons:		This is in relation to parking on the public footpath which runs along the edge of the Green to the pavement on High Street.  Although the paved area around The Masons is owned by Arkells, the footpath is a public right of way and must always be kept clear for pedestrian and wheelchair access. Cllr Case spoke with Greg and Vicky the tenants of The Masons, who wrote to Arkells for advice.  Unfortunately, Arkells were unwilling to take any action.   A lengthy discussion then took place with all Councillors contributing suggestions and proposals to discourage / prevent parking on the footpath route which included a proposal to install a couple of narrow metal posts/bollards on the line of the footpath.     This raised the questions of boundaries and title in that area between the Green and the PH.   In conclusion it was agreed that the Clerk would check with Land Registry, following which Cllr Williamson will send an appropriate letter to Arkells.   


Agenda Item 5  Officers’ Reports

District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey
Cllr. Spivey was not able to attend but had sent CDC and County Reports for November/ December prior to the meeting and these had been circulated to the Councillors. 

Councillor John Donnellan (Greenacres)
Blocked bridge/stream:  Cllr Donnellan thanked Cllr Pursch for contacting Bob Green who responded very quickly to clear the blockage thus preventing serious flooding issues in Greenacres.   However, during the clearing process, the stream embankment collapsed slightly and needs to be re-instated.   Cllr Pursch will mention this to Bob Green. 

The bridge over the stream:	Cllr Donnellan explained that the bridge has two water flow exits, one of which is reduced in width causing a restriction to the flow under the bridge. This contributes to the back flooding at the bottom end of Greenacres.  Resolving the problem may need Highways to carry out major construction work to the bridge.   Cllr. Donnellan will report the issue to Highways and follow up for their response. 

Pavement from Greenacres to the village:  although the hedge and brambles have been cut back by Bob Green (many thanks) the grass verge is growing out and over the pathway again.  Cllr Naylor pointed out that Highways had cleared this a few months ago so it is not possible to ask them to do it again now.  Cllr Donnellan agreed he would arrange a Greenacres working party to clear the worst areas.

Councillor Margaret Pursch (Highways)
The sign before the crossroads has still not been replaced despite waiting 18 months and many calls to Highways.
The hedge along the road from the Down Ampney road T-Junction up to Meysey Hampton village has now been cut back.
Potholes continue to appear and be reported.


Councillor Mark Naylor (Police Liaison)
Some research has been conducted on the feasibility of CCTV coverage in the village.   As Fairford Town have recently installed a CCTV system the Clerk agreed to contact them for further information.




Councillor Simon Michelson (Playing Fields)
Defibrillator:   the Greenacres representative has stood down and been replaced by Peter Cornwell.  Cllr Michelson would like to thank John Day for reporting on the Defib for the last 5 years.

Bonfire Night:	very good attendance and a profit of £2,120 was made from the event.  Cllr Michelson wished to thank all who helped to make the evening a success, and thanks too to the Parish Council for donating the fireworks.



Councillor Alison Williamson (Footpaths)
Footbridge MH to Poulton walk:  . The GCC Area Footpaths Officer has inspected the footbridge with a colleague and agreed a way forward regarding the bridge.   Whilst on site they also identified the need to replace the gate between the “footbridge” field into the next field, along which the MH Poulton footpath runs.  This is something which could be carried out at the same time as the footbridge improvements, with the landowner’s approval.  Whilst not strictly a Meysey Hampton matter it does affect MH Parishioners and ampton HCllr Williamson proposed contacting Cllr Spivey for advice and the possibility of funding.   A pedestrian gate would cost £125 and a kissing gate £220.
Strawberry Lane footpath Breach Hill:  As the maize crop along the Breach Hill footpath was not planted at the required public footpath width, access along that footpath during the summer was very difficult for village walkers.   Now that the crop has been harvested, the footpath route and correct width should be clearly defined and maintained at that width to ensure pedestrian access is not impeded in the future.   Cllr Williamson agreed to write to Mr. Caroe to ask for his assistance in ensuring that the footpath is maintained and kept open and available for use to a minimum width of 1 m once the next season’s crop starts to grow.
Woodland / stream walk:  Cllr Williamson also raised concerns about the state of the footpath in this section of the village walk.   Cllr Case pointed out that this area is not in the Parish of Meysey Hampton and therefore not a Parish Council responsibility.   The Clerk agreed to contact Marston Meysey Parish Clerk about the issues.


Councillor Jane O’Dell (School and Hall)
Absent but had submitted an email with reference to items discussed in AOB.


Agenda Item 6  	Responsible Financial Officer’s Report  (RFO):
The Clerk reported that she had purchased an HP laptop in the November sales at a purchase price of £300, below the £500 budget.  She wished to thank Cllr. O’Dell for her valuable help in researching and selecting the laptop.   
The Clerk referred to the updated Financial Statements circulated to Councillors. The total bank balance is currently £9,127.80 with £1,470 ring-fenced for car park maintenance.   After deducting liabilities due before the end of the financial year the anticipated end of year surplus will be in the region of £3,800.


Agenda Item 7:	Grasscutting 
The three year contract with Tony Williams CGS expires at the end of March 2025 and two competitive quotes need to be obtained by the Clerk before the next three years’ contract can be awarded.   The Clerk has not yet found another company able to quote and therefore Tony Williams has submitted a quote for one year only April 2025 to March 2026, which has been circulated to the councillors for consideration.    It was agreed that this would be approved for the year 2025/26 and the Clerk will ensure two quotations for a three year contract are obtained for consideration and approval from April 2026.

Agenda Item 8		Discuss and agree 2025/26 Donations.
A donation of £2000 for the purchase of Bonfire Night fireworks plus £200 for events or activities for the benefit of the village were included in a  £2,200 donations budget for 2025/26.   This was proposed by Cllr Naylor, seconded by Cllr Pursch and unanimously agreed.   

Agenda Item 9		Discuss and agree the Clerks salary for 2025/26
Cllr Michelson proposed an annual increase of £170 to £3,420 a year; this was seconded by Cllr Donnellan and unanimously agreed.

Agenda Item 10	Discuss and agree the Budget and Precept for 2025/26
The Budget proposals were agreed as follows:

Grasscutting			£4,440
Hall Hire		       	       60
Insurance		     	     300
Subscriptions Training	     200
Clerk salary			  3,420
Admin				     100
Parish maint/purchase		     500
Donations			  2,000
Chairman’s allowance		     150
TOTAL BUDGET:		11,445

Cllr Case proposed the Precept be increased by 5% from £9,800 to £10,290.  This was seconded by Cllr Naylor and unanimously approved.


Agenda Item 11.	Current Planning Applications.

Hercules Service, Sunhill, Consultation on Proposed variation to Conditions 6 and 7 of Permission 20/01883/FUL  The Parish Council have submitted comments objecting to proposed increases to vehicle numbers and hours.    Planning decision is awaited.

The Manor MH:  Councillors have studied the plans to join the Coach House and Manor and have no objections to the design proposals.



Agenda Item 12	Discuss Model Biodiversity Policy:
The Clerk reported that during 2024 the Parish Council have planted two trees in the High Street and spring bulbs around the trees and on the Green;  letters have also been sent to landowners regarding Ash Dieback.   The PC will continue to pursue policies to promote and enhance the local environment.

Agenda Item 13	Christmas Village Event
The Xmas tree has been donated by a local resident and erected on the Green.   Many thanks go to the team who transported and helped to install and dress it:  Bob and Ed Green, Andy Richardson, Steve Sedgewick , Phil Tribe and Roger Case and Nigel Godwin who displayed the lights on the tree.

Xmas Carols on The Green:  This will take place on Thursday, 19th December 2024 at 6 pm. and Father Christmas will be attending.   Cllr Pursch confirmed the music will be played by Mr & Mrs. Kilgariff; and Cllr Pursch will be supplying the song sheets.   The Masons will be supplying mulled wine and mince pies.

Agenda Item 14:		Questions from the Public
No questions.

Agenda Item 15	Any Other Business
Mirror:		A village resident in Church Street has emailed the Parish Council about the continuing and increasingly difficult issue of exiting Church Street at the junction with High Street.  This is caused by vehicles parked on both corners and along the Green road obscuring visibility and a view of oncoming traffic.   She has asked whether a mirror could be installed to help drivers see approaching traffic.  Cllr Case and Nigel Godwin inspected the site and considered options but could not find a workable solution.   He reported that this problem has been raised before and the mirror option also explored previously but positioning it correctly where it can be effective is extremely difficult.   Councillors discussed where it could be positioned on private or Highways land, but no conclusions were reached.    If it cannot be positioned on private land then Highways will need to be consulted and Cllr Naylor proposed he would contact and discuss the issue with Gillian Portlock of Highways.

The Manor and tree planting:  There are now 14 trees planted adjacent to the Manor wall at the back of the Cottage on the Green and concern was raised how large they could become.
Discussions then took place about the status of that section of land.  Cllr Pursch will consult archive documents she has.

Music from the Base:  Cllr Williamson complained that the 5 pm daily Reveille from the Base has increased in volume again and would be most grateful if Mrs. Case could be asked to speak to the Base to reduce the volume.   Her previous intervention was very successful and many residents were grateful.

Running Surface Water:  Cllr Williamson reported that Steve Cole had contacted Highways about the stream of water which continually runs down the road towards Down Ampney, and that they had replied as follows: “Thank you for your enquiry regarding the gully, we have already attended the matter and further works are needed which are now currently being raised.”

Agenda Item 16		 Date of next Meeting.
This was confirmed as Wednesday 5th March 2025.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.10 pm (21:10 hrs).
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