Minutes of the Meeting of Meysey Hampton Parish Council held on
Wednesday,  3rd September 2025

Present:
Councillor Roger Case (Chair)
Councillor Mark Naylor (Vice Chair)
Councillor Margaret Pursch
Councillor Simon Michelson
Councillor Jane O’Dell
Councillor Alison Williamson
Councillor John Donnellan

Clerk:	Joan Jenkins


Agenda Item 1 Apologies for Absence
No apologies.

Agenda Item 2
There were no declarations of interest.

Agenda Item 3: Confirm the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th July 2025
The Minutes of 9th July were approved as being a true reflection of the meeting and signed by Cllr Naylor.

Agenda Item 4:   Matters Arising: 
Mirror at Church Street and High Street junction:  As per the previous meetings Minutes, Cllrs Pursch and Naylor reported that they were still waiting for the Road Safety Officer to attend site, assess the situation and give advice.   However, two SLOW signs have been painted on the road as well as white lines to delineate the footpath between the Green and The Masons.   
Wall and verge opposite The Masons:  Still no response from Highways.

The Clerk had emailed CCllr Spivey about these issues after the meeting of 9th July and she had responded and urged Gillian Portlock to deal with them.  No reply has been received from Gillian Portlock.  The PC wish to thank CCllr. Spivey for her positive intervention so far and the Clerk will email her and Gillian Portlock again about the outstanding issues.

The pavement along the A417 road to the MH junction.   Cllr Donnellan reported that efforts to gather a Greenacres working party to clear the weeds from the pavement are ongoing and he would like anyone who is able and willing to help to contact him. 
Subsequent to the meeting Cllr Donnellan reported that safety concerns about working along the busy A417 is preventing residents from volunteering. One of the residents had contacted the council to complain and the council have responded that they have placed money in this budget to clear the pathway. Cllr Donellan will follow up with Gloucester Council on behalf of the Parish Council.



Agenda Item 5  Officers’ Reports

District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey
Cllr Spivey was not in attendance and no report had been received from her.

Councillor Jane O’Dell (School and Hall)
School:   now back for the autumn term and pupil numbers remain constant.  A Newsletter was sent to all parents which included a reminder about considerate parking when dropping off and collecting their children.    She asked that support be given to the school to tackle inconsiderate parking by reporting details of the offending vehicle to the school.  
The Village Hall: 
The AGM was held on 13th August, at which Maxine Wells stood down as Chair as she is moving from the district.   Louise Gaylor is also standing down as the Booking Secretary due to work commitments but will stay in position until a replacement is found.  An email request for new committee members was sent out to the village and several people have come forward.  The next meeting is on 1st October when it is hoped to confirm the addition of 2 or 3 new committee members.  
The interior of the Hall has recently been repainted by Keith Mays and they are now looking into the cost of  replacing the curtains which mask the furniture storage area.
The bollard that was knocked down outside the Hall has still not been replaced but as the position has been marked with white spray it is anticipated a new bollard will be installed sometime in the future.   Vehicles cannot get through as one bollard is still in situ.

Parking on the Green:   Cllr O’Dell has removed the No Parking signs from the Green to repaint them.  They will be returned in due course.

Cllr Alison Williamson (Footpaths)
Strawberry Lane walk: Broken bridge:   the sleeper planks seem to have weakened and broken revealing gaps through to the stream below.   It could be dangerous for walkers and may worsen without attention.  Dead trees:   There is a dead tree alongside the footpath going down the field and an Ash tree with Ash Die Back is dropping its dead branches.  These two trees need attention.   Cllr Pursch said she would speak to Mr. Caroe as he may not be aware of these issues.  

Councillor Simon Michelson (Playing Fields)
RIAT weekend:  was very successful and broke all previous records for attendance and financial receipts.   Income was over £5,000, being approximately £2,000 car parking and £3000 sale of refreshments from the Pavilion.  Net profit is in the region of £4,300.
Cricket Season: there will be 3 more matches before the end of September, which will make 29 matches this season.  Cllr Michelson wished to thank Martin for his hard work on the cricket pitch throughout the year and the current season.   Tony Williams will be carrying out additional work to the pitch at the end of the season.
Fireworks:  Bonfire Night will be on 1st November 2025.
Children’s playground:  the Wendy House slide is getting to the end of its life and needs to be replaced.   They will need to raise funds to replace it with another piece of equipment.

Councillor Margaret Pursch (Highways)
Speed Sign:   the solar panel on the top of the sign is dirty and needs cleaning.   Cllrs Case and Naylor agreed to take a look and clean if possible.
A417 Crossroad;   The broken black and white bollards have still not been replaced and the Clerk was asked to add this to her email to Gillian Portlock.


Councillor Roger Case (Air Base)
Fairford Air Base:  nothing to report.
Xmas Tree:   a tree for the Green has not yet been sourced although Cllr Case is following up a couple of possibilities.    If a tree is not donated then the Parish Council will consider options to raise funds to purchase one.

Councillor Mark Naylor (Police Liaison)
Car Park weed control:   Cllr Naylor reported he had sprayed the weeds and they now seem to be shrivelling.  The Clerk had also asked Tony Williams to spray them.   After the meeting the Clerk received an email confirming this had been done at no additional cost to the Parish.

Agenda Item 6  Responsible Financial Officer’s Report  (RFO):
Current account balance in the account is £8,441.33 and Deposit Account £1,972.08 totalling £10,413.41.   Known liabilities to the end of the financial year are in the region £5,600 plus Christmas expenses and unknown sundries.

Agenda 7:	Discuss proposals to move to online banking
The Clerk reported she had made enquiries through GAPTC and had had conversations with another local Clerk whose Parish operates a similar system to that we are considering.    The Clerk sends copies of the relevant invoice to one of the other signatories for approval to pay, which approval, if given, is put in writing.   When the written approval is received the Clerk makes the payment online and the written approval is filed in the invoice payment records.   The other signatories also have access to the online bank account and can make online payments under the same system if required but the Clerk/RFO is designated as prime operator.    The Financial Regulations would need to be updated to reflect the new payment system.   After discussion, Councillors agreed that the Clerk would pursue this with Santander Bank with a view to setting up an online banking facility with them.

Agenda Item 8:	Questions from the Public
Cllr Case reported that he had received an email from a resident about the footpath from the A417 crossroads to the bus shelter.   Grass has grown over the footpath reducing its width and causing difficulties for those needing to use a walker.   After discussion, Cllr O’Dell said she would look at it.  By Sunday evening the grass had been scraped back and the path widened.

Cllr Williamson had been asked by a resident of Hamilton Croft to ask whether the vegetation growing over the road at the corner could be cut back as it blocks visual sight lines when driving out into Church Street.  Cllr Pursch said she would take a look and respond.
The vegetation at the corner of Hamilton Croft obstructing vehicular sight lines was cut back very promptly after the meeting, and thanks have already been expressed by the resident who reported the issue.

Agenda Item 9:	Any Other Business
Xmas Carols Date:  After discussion, Thursday 18th December , was proposed and agreed.   Cllr Case has spoken with the new tenant of The Masons about the event.   Cllrs O’Dell and Pursch will investigate the cost of purchasing new song sheets.

Agenda Item 11		 Date of next Meeting was confirmed as 3rd December 2025


The meeting ended at 20:25.
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