Minutes of the Meeting of Meysey Hampton Parish Council held on
Wednesday,  3rd July 2024


Present:
Councillor Mark Naylor  	(Chair)
Councillor Simon Michelson
Councillor Jane O’Dell
Councillor Alison Williamson
Councillor John Donnellan


Clerk:	Joan Jenkins

One member of the public

The meeting opened at 19.30 in Meysey Hampton Village Hall.  

Cllr Mark Naylor chaired the meeting.

Agenda Item 1 Apologies for Absence
Cllr Naylor sadly reported that Cllr Roger Case is currently in hospital and the Councillors all wished to express their sincere best wishes to him and his family for a very speedy recovery.

Councillor Margaret Pursch and District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey were not in attendance due, it was thought, to electoral duties associated with the general election the next day.

Agenda Item 2
There were no items of interest to be declared on the agenda.

Agenda Item 3
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th May 2024 were approved as being a true and accurate reflection of that meeting and signed by Cllr Naylor.

Agenda Item 4:  Matters Arising:
Defibrillator:  Cllr Michelson has received no further clarification and if this is still the case by the next meeting in September he will proceed with registering the defibrillators on the National Database (Circuit).
Phone Box:  Cllr Michelson is waiting to hear from Mr. Luke Horwat about when he will be in the area to paint the phone box.
Memorial Bench:   Cllr Michelson reported that the Playing Fields held their AGM last week when this was discussed and unanimously approved for siting on the Playing Field.   The proposal is for it to be positioned to the right-hand side of the Pavilion.   Cllr Naylor will advise the Executors and confirm they are happy with this proposal.   
Parking Issues:	Cllr O’Dell was thanked for making and installing more ‘No Parking’ signs on the corner of The Green which it is hoped will act as a deterrent.  With regard to the footpath at the side of The Masons it was noted that Cllr Case had been in discussions with the tenants and with Arkells Brewery but it was proposed that this item should be deferred for discussion until Cllr Case is recovered and able to report back personally to the Council.

Agenda Item 5  Officers’ Reports


District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey
Cllr. Spivey not in attendance and no report issued. 


Councillor Simon Michelson (Playing Fields)
The AGM was held on 20th June, when a proposal to purchase and install an outside table tennis table was discussed and approved.    A metal table will cost about £2,500, 50% of which would be funded by the Committee, and they are seeking funding for the remaining 50%.   Cllr. Michelson has emailed Julie Moulton of Thames Water, who has referred the request to Senior Management, and will contact Cllr Spivey to enquire about community funds.   Cllr Naylor also suggested contacting Sport England.
RIAT:	they are planning a Games Zone during the weekend with a 5-A-Side pitch, a Volley Ball pitch and Croquet.   Cllr Michelson wished to express specific thanks to Chris Doyle for organising a superb rota of catering help in the Pavilion despite her own absence that weekend.


Councillor Alison Williamson (Footpaths)
Opening of new footpaths:  No update from Mr. Jan Cowper but this is an on-going project.
Village Footpath: Mr. Peter Caroe has cut some of the overgrowth around the gate to the entrance to his fields by the Playing Fields but the branches overhanging the fences along the perimeter side of his two fields do need cutting back to the fence line to give clearance to walkers to walk alongside the fence.   She also noted that the footpath through the field of crops (Breech Hill) is exceptionally narrow particularly bearing in mind the height that the corn on the cob plants will grow to.   The footbridge over the ditch is also very overgrown.  In the absence of Cllr Case it was proposed that Cllr Williamson would write to Mr. Peter Caroe to appraise him of these footpath issues for walkers. 
Footbridge MH to Poulton walk:  Cllr Williamson has spoken to GCC Area Footpaths Officer about the difficulty of accessing this footbridge which he fully understands and is happy to try and resolve.  Cllr Williamson’s suggestion of removing the barrier on the MH side and replacing the other side with a sliding dog gate or kissing gate was acceptable.  The CDC would pay for the work to install them on the footbridge if the Parish Council could contribute towards the cost of the gate, which would be between £150 and £220 + VAT.    Permission and approval would also be needed from the two landowners between whose properties the footbridge spans.     Cllr Williamson undertook to contact the landowners and will also contact Cllr Spivey regarding Highways Local Funding, which might be appropriate to this small project.




Councillor John Donnellan (Greenacres)
Nothing to report.

Councillor Jane O’Dell
Nothing to report.


Councillor Mark Naylor
There are reports of high numbers of rogue traders in the area and residents are urged to be alert.

Cllr O’Dell asked about the legality of erecting a sign saying the village is monitored by CCTV referencing the numerous personal household cameras already in the village.  Cllr Naylor did not know as it is a complex issue.  However he will make enquiries.
 
Agenda Item 6  	Responsible Financial Officer’s Report  (RFO):
Nothing to report but referred to Item 7 below.

Agenda Item 7:	Review Financial Regulations
A new Financial Regulations model document was issued by NALC in April 2024 and Cllr Case and the Clerk have adapted them to the needs of Meysey Hampton PC, as required.  These were circulated to all Councillors for their consideration.   As there were no queries or further amendments requested, the new Financial Regulations 2024, as circulated, was approved unanimously.

Agenda Item 8		Current Planning Applications.

Change of use of former mushroom composting facility to provide Class B2 vehicle workshop together with ancillary office, storage and other associated works at Former Composting Site Wesh Way:   Cllr Naylor reported that an official decision has not yet been made and that the Planning Portal shows a formal objection from a professional firm has recently been registered.
Elizabeth Gardens Extension:  No decision has been made.

Agenda Item 9:		Questions from the Public
Mrs.Carol Musgrove commented on the state of the playground swings which are covered in droppings from the overhanging branches of trees and bushes.    Cllr Michelson agreed to cut these back and also to oil the swings and Mrs. Musgrove offered to clean the seats.
Mrs. Musgrove also asked about the dates when the car park will be repaired and resurfaced by Thames Water and the extent of the works, as access to her garage is now extremely difficult.  Cllr O’Dell was able to confirm that the work will be carried out during the school summer holiday, but no specific dates were given.  The Clerk has emailed Julie Moulton for clarification but has not yet received a reply.   The Clerk also agreed to check on the specification of works agreed to be carried out to ensure Mrs. Musgrove’s concerns are covered.


Agenda Item 10	Any Other Business

Cllr Naylor wished to note and thank the residents of Elizabeth Gardens bordering the High Street who have done an excellent job of cutting back the hedges and bushes along the pavement line in the High Street as well as along the road to the Bus Shelter.   As the long, wet spring into summer has resulted in excessive growth over many pavements and footpaths in the village, all residents are asked to check whether their own garden vegetation is overhanging and interfering with pedestrian use of pavements.  Please check and cut back excessive growth if necessary.

Closure of Church Street:  a reminder was given that Thames Water will be carrying out sewer repair works in Church Street and the road will be closed at the High Street junction from 22nd July to 5th August 2024.  It is understood that allowance will be made for residential access only.

After the meeting, on Friday 4th July,  the Clerk received an email from Julie Moulton of Thames Water advising the work to the car park  is scheduled for 22nd July to 5th August 2024, the same dates as the entrance to Church Street will closed.  Julie Moulton  will issue a letter after a pre-start meeting with the contractors which she is attending on 11th July and more details may emerge then.   


Agenda Item 11	 Date of next Meeting.
This was confirmed as Wednesday 11th September 2024.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.40 pm (20.40 hrs).
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