Minutes of the Meeting of Meysey Hampton Parish Council held on
Wednesday,  3rd  December 2025


Present:
Councillor Roger Case (Chair)
Councillor Mark Naylor (Vice Chair)
Councillor Margaret Pursch
Councillor Simon Michelson
Councillor Jane O’Dell
Councillor Alison Williamson
Councillor John Donnellan

Clerk:	Joan Jenkins

One member of the public


Agenda Item 1 Apologies for Absence
No apologies.  CCllr Spivey had been advised but was not able to attend.

Agenda Item 2
There were no declarations of interest.

Agenda Item 3: Confirm the Minutes of the Meeting held on 3rd September 2025
The Minutes of 3rd September were approved as being a true reflection of the meeting and signed by Cllr Case.

Agenda Item 4:   Matters Arising: 
Online Banking:   The Clerk reported that she had contacted Lloyds and Barclays Banks about setting up a dual authorization local authority account.  Lloyds were helpful but a call is still awaited from Barclays.   It was agreed that Lloyds would be approached but in view of Assertion 10 requirements (discussed below) change of banking arrangements would be delayed until email and website domains are updated.
Highways Issues:
Mirror at Church Street and High Street junction and Wall and verge opposite The Masons:  Still no response from Highways.   The Clerk will continue to remind Gill Portlock, Highways and CCllr Spivey.
Greenacres:  Ditch along verge:  Cllr Donnellan said this needs dredging but there was uncertainty about responsibility – Highways or Greenacres.  The Clerk agreed to email Gill Portlock, Highways and copy in Cllr Donnellan.
Greenacres: A417 road flooding:   heavy rain causes flooding across the road and could be dangerous to drivers in both directions, particularly when it is dark.  The Clerk will alert Gill Portlock to the issue.


Agenda Item 5:	  Officers’ Reports

District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey
Cllr Spivey was not in attendance and no report had been received from her.

Councillor Jane O’Dell (School and Hall)
School:   Cllr O’Dell reported that monitoring parent parking continues to be challenging but the school do all they can to encourage sensible parking.

The Village Hall: .
There have been a few changes to the committee over the last few months.  Mr Gary Haynes has taken over as chair (01285 850574), and bookings will now be co-ordinated by Mr Shane Fagg MH.villagehall@gmail.com.  Many thanks to Maxine Wells and Louise Gaynor for their invaluable contributions to the Village Hall Committee but who have now stood down from their roles. Gemma Moring and Helen Kay will step into the role of Secretary after Claire Fagen has stood down. Andy Richardson (01285 851272) will continue to maintain the Hall. Jane O'Dell continues to liaise between the school and the Parish Council and Jan Cowper continues in the role of Treasurer. We also welcome villager Steph Heuston to the committee. The committee is run by volunteers who give up their time to keep our village hall going.

Parking on the Green:   The signs on the Green have been repainted.  Whilst they do not stop the parking on the corner of the Green we hope they act as a small deterrent.  Whilst Cllr O’Dell is happy to maintain these signs and keep them tidy, if anyone sees they need fixing then either let her know OR if possible, fix the problem themselves.   

Councillor Simon Michelson (Playing Fields)
Bonfire Night takings were 25% down on the previous year but anecdotally other village  firework events in the area were similarly affected.  Next year Bonfire Night will be on Wednesday, 4th November 2026.
Cricket:   the name of the cricket team has officially been changed from Siddington to Meysey Hampton Cricket Club.    New signs are in the process of being produced. 

Cllr Alison Williamson (Footpaths)
Strawberry Lane walk: Broken bridge:    the broken sleeper planks are rotting and could be dangerous to walkers and farm traffic.   Cllr Pursch said she will make Mr. Caroe aware of the issue.
New footbridge on Poulton walk:  a villager has mentioned that the footbridge can be slippery and needs a handrail.  Cllr Williamson will approach Frank Dorrington Ward.


Councillor Margaret Pursch (Highways)
A417 Crossroad;   The broken black and white bollards have still not been replaced, and the Clerk was asked to add this to her email to Gillian Portlock.
School Lane:   Potholes are getting worse and will be reported to Highways.
Manor hedge along the Green:   this has grown over the footpath and needs serious cutting back. The Clerk will advise the property owner that the hedge needs serious professional work. 

Councillor Roger Case (Air Base)
Nothing to report.

Councillor Mark Naylor (Police Liaison)
 Cllr Naylor would like to remind residents to be vigilant during the Christmas period against opportunist burglaries.
Cllr Naylor also wished to thank Cllr O’Dell on behalf of the Parish Council and residents for personally clearing the footpath to the Bus Stop.

John Donnellan	(Greenacres)
Nothing in addition to issues reported under Matters Arising.

Agenda Item 6  	Responsible Financial Officer’s Report  (RFO):
Current account balance in the account is £6,882.17 and Deposit Account £1,977.05 totalling £8,859.22.   £1,470 is ring-fenced for car park maintenance and known liabilities to the end of the financial year are in the region £4,100.

The Clerk asked to bring Agenda Item 12 “Assertion 10 Compliance” into this report as she had very recently attended a GAPTC Networking Event for Clerks when Assertion 10 was the topic. From the current financial year, the AGAR audit will need to demonstrate that Parish and Town Councils are progressing towards compliance with Assertion 10 including Data Protection and Compliance.       Council and Councillor communications must be carried out through authority-owned domains such as gov.uk, org.uk. which means that the Parish Council and each individual Councillor must have Council domain email addresses and no Council business communications should go through personal emails.  Similarly, the Parish Council website must conform to prescribed security, accessibility and data protection levels. The Clerk advised that the most efficient way of implementing these changes would be to engage an approved digital service company.  Parish Online and CloudyIT were represented at the GAPTC Clerk Event and both offer email and website design and implementation packages as well as ongoing support which would be fully compliant with Assertion 10 requirements.    Parish Online quoted £250 + VAT for the first switch-over year and £350 + VAT annually thereafter.   

After questions from the Councillors and discussion of the issues, the Clerk suggested a separate meeting be arranged for all Councillors to discuss the implications and costs of Assertion 10 Compliance further.   In the meantime, the Clerk will make more enquiries about the packages available as well as Data Protection and GDPR compliance generally.   However, the Clerk emphasised that action should be taken early in the New Year to ensure progress is made to demonstrate the Council compliance intentions when the AGAR return is made in May 2026. 

Agenda 7	Discuss and Agree village grass cutting contract 2026 – 2029
Three quotes had been received:

Cottage Garden Services		£4,620 + VAT per year for three years
Willow Garden Services		£4,680 + VAT per year for three years
Henry Matthews, Tactical Group	£6,145 + VAT per year for three years

After a brief discussion it was agreed to accept the lowest quote from Cottage Garden Services.


Agenda Item 8:	To discuss and agree donations to be included in the 2026/27 budget.
A Donation of £2,000 for Bonfire Night Fireworks has been included in previous years but Cllr Michelson suggested that £1,000 would be sufficient in 2026.  A further £200 was agreed as a donation “for the benefit of the village”.

Agenda Item 9		Discuss and agree Clerk’s salary for 2026/27
It was proposed and agreed that the Clerk salary and expenses would not be increased in 2026/27.

Agenda Item 10:	Discuss and agree Budget and Precept for 2026
Budget amounts were agreed as follows:

Grasscutting			£4,620
Hall Hire			£     70
Insurance 			£   280
Subscription / Training	£   270
Clerk				£3,420
Admin				£   100
Digital Compliance Package	£   350
Audit and Legal		£     80
Parish maintenance		£   400
Speed sign warranty		£   200
Donations			£1,200
Chairmans Allowance		£   150
	Budget:		11,140

After discussion it was agreed that the total budget amount of £11,140 would be requested through the Precept.

Agenda Item 11	Discuss application received for a donation towards the cost of a sound system.
Cllr Pursch reported that the quote for the sound system is in the region of £6,000 and £5,000 has been raised through village residents’ donations, for which they are very grateful.  Although Councils are not allowed to give money for religious purposes, the application to the Parish Council has been made on the basis that a sound system in the church would be of benefit to the wider community as the building could be used for other secular events.  Extensive discussion then ensued with Cllr Michelson asking for clarity as to whether this could be regarded as a benefit to the community.   Cllr Williamson enquired whether any application for a grant had been made or explored.   It was eventually agreed to defer a decision to the next meeting with a request for more information about the “legality” of this donation and status of grant applications.

Agenda Item 12:	Assertion 10 Compliance
Discussed in RFO report above.

Agenda Item 13	Current Planning Applications
Planning applications have been received for a first -floor loft conversion in Meysey Close, and tree works at The Manor.   Councillors raised no objections, and Cllr Williamson suggested the owner of the Manor could be asked to instruct his tree works contractors to tackle the hedge along The Green.  The Clerk will make this request.

Agenda Item 14:	Discuss Model Biodiversity Policy
The Parish Council continue to encourage the planting of trees and bulbs and the planting of a Xmas fir tree on the Green is to be explored.

Agenda Item 15:	Christmas village festivities  Monday, 22nd December 2025
Santa Claus will be on The Green to greet the children at 6 pm. Followed by Xmas carols.  The Masons will serve mulled wine.

The Parish Council wish to thank the various people who contributed to the preparations for the Christmas festivities.  The tree was very kindly donated and installed by Bob and Ed Green of Manor Farm and assisted by Ross, Nigel, Andy, and Roger bought the coffee. 



Agenda Item 16:	Questions from the Public
A resident of Hamilton Croft asked the Parish Council to again raise the issue of the car park with Thames Water.  The car park is once again full of large potholes and the new surface laid by TW is dirty and dusty, turning to a sand-coloured mud when it rains. Cllr Naylor reported that he had still not received the name of the person who replaced Julie Moulton despite numerous requests.  There was agreement amongst the Councillors that something should be done and that TW should be responsible for rectifying the poor condition of the surface which they laid.  Cllr Naylor will make further efforts to contact a responsible person at TW. 

Agenda Item 17:	Any Other Business
Drains:  Cllr O’Dell would like to make a request that everyone who is able should check the drains outside their own homes and clear them of leaves and overgrowth if necessary.    This community contribution will help to keep rainwater flowing and not flooding.

Robin Bus:
Cllr O’Dell wishes to remind residents about this service as, if it is not used, this valuable amenity might be lost to the community in the local area.  You can now book over the phone (it was only via the app before) Sadly it is not door to door but it uses the current bus stops.    This is what it says on their website-
The Robin is your local, friendly bookable bus service.
You search for your ideal journey and book the option that suits you. It's local and offers affordable fares, connecting places in rural locations.

You can- 📞 Book over the phone - call The Robin call centre on 0345 2638139 - pay the driver (cash or contactless) or use your bus pass. 8am – 4pm Monday to Friday. Outside these hours you can use the app or the website. https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/transport/the-robin/how-to-book/

Book using the Robin app on your phone - pay via the app or choose to pay the driver.
Book and pay via the website or choose to pay the driver Login form | Gloucestershire County Council

Agenda Item 18		 Date of next Meeting was confirmed as 4th March 2026


The meeting ended at 21:05
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