Minutes of the Meeting of Meysey Hampton Parish Council held on
Wednesday,  17th May 2023

Present:
Councillor Roger Case 
Councillor Mark Naylor  
Councillor Margaret Pursch
Councillor Simon Michelson
Councillor Jane O’Dell

District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey

Clerk:	Joan Jenkins

Several members of the public

The meeting opened at 19.40 and took place in Meysey Hampton Village Hall.  

Agenda Item 1
No apologies for absence.

Agenda Item 2
There were no declarations of interest in the Agenda.

Agenda Item 3
Declarations of Acceptance of Office were signed by each Councillor and the Clerk.

Agenda Item 4
Cllr Case was proposed by Cllr Michelson as Chairman, which was seconded and unanimously approved.   Cllr Naylor was proposed as Vice Chairman which was unanimously approved.

Agenda Item 5
The minutes of the meeting held on 8th March 2023 were approved as being a true and accurate reflection of that meeting and signed by Cllr Case.

Agenda Item 6:  Matters Arising:
Thames Water:	The Meysey Hampton issues have been raised for discussion at the Flood Meeting chaired by Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown, MP in Cirencester on 19th May.  WhatsApp ‘Tanker Group’ members will be attending.  Resident, Mr. Barnett, reported that he had been advised that Thames Water are committing a noise pollution offense, but it was agreed that any fine they might eventually receive would be relatively minor to them.  There was considerable discussion around the issue but Cllr Spivey said that unfortunately she has no legal ability to pursue Thames Water to resolve the problems but she will pursue them with Highways to deal with repairs and reinstatement of roads, verges and car park surface.  
Speed Watch:  Cllr Pursch reported that she had been pursuing Richard Gray with a view to updating the existing speed flashing signs and/or installing a new ‘Smiley Face’ sign.   All requests and proposals have been rejected on safety or other grounds.  Cllr Spivey expressed her support for the initiative and will do what she can to campaign on the issue with Highways.
Wildflower verges: Cllr Michelson reported that ‘wildfower area’ of verge in the High Street had been left uncut and it was hoped that wildflowers would appear soon.
Bus Shelter: the Clerk reported that the bus shelter interior had been cleaned, stripped and painted.

 

Agenda Item 5		 Officers’ Reports

District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey
Was re-elected as District Councillor earlier this month and continues as County Councillor for another two years.  Cllr Spivey gave Annual Report summaries to the meeting for both Councils for the year ending 2023.  Her written reports had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting and these are also available to residents on application to the Clerk at clerkmhpc@hotmail.com

Questions were raised by residents attending:
‘Free After Three’ Parking:    has its removal affected business and shops?  Cllr Spivey said there were no signs of that. Cashless parking meters: difficulties for those who do not have or want to pay by card;  Contactless payment meters: issue of tickets is slow.  Cllr Spivey said they are looking into working with local shops to issue parking tickets for cash.  Whilst sympathising she pointed out that contactless payments saved the council £40,000 a year.
Speeding at A417  Crossroads:  another resident who lives near the crossroads complained that speeding  continues to be an issue and made a request for the speed limit to be reduced to 40 mph to allow cars and pedestrians more time to navigate the crossing.  The same concerns were expressed about the dangers of exiting Greenacres onto the A417.  Cllr Spivey sympathised with their concerns but explained the difficulties of getting agreement between Highways, who are responsible for the signage, and the Police who have to enforce the speed limit.  She will continue to lobby for speed restraints.


At this point Cllr Case suggested Agenda Item 18 be brought forward and invited members of the public to put forward their questions.

18	Questions from the public.
Footpaths:  Mr. Cowper would like to explore increasing the number of safe walking routes from the village, perhaps utilising wide verges alongside roads.   Cllr Spivey said it was highly unlikely Highways would approve such a scheme, and that the County Footpaths budget is already very stretched.   After some discussion Cllr Case suggested that Mr. Cowper explore one 
route where he believes a footpath might be useful and feasible, and to report back his findings to the Parish Council before a future PC Meeting.  A way forward can then be discussed.
Flooding on A417:  Mr. Donnellan expressed concern at the dangerous build-up of water across the road near Greenacres after rainfall.  After discussion, Cllr Case agreed to look at the roadside ditches to see if they were blocked.   If so, he would talk to the farmer, Ed Green about clearing the ditches.  Cllr Case assured Mr. Donnellan that Mr Green has always been very helpful to the village over such issues.

As there were no further questions from the public, the Agenda returned to the Officers’ Reports, Item 7. 

Councillor Mark Naylor
No Cold Calling signs:  12 signs had been purchased through the initiative of the PCSO and been displayed around the village.  It is hoped they will deter unwanted callers.

Councillor Margaret Pursch (Highways)
Current issues had been discussed earlier in the meeting and she had nothing else to report.

Councillor Simon Michelson  (Playing Fields Committee):
Siddington Cricket Club:  the season has begun but two fixtures had to be cancelled because of rain and they are exploring whether they need to purchase covers for the pitch.   Cllr Naylor suggested he contact Sports England, who may be able to advise.   The Meysey All Stars sadly lost to Siddinton during the Coronation weekend but it was an enjoyable occasion.
Playing Fields Committee: their AGM is scheduled for Wednesday 24th May, at which time Steve Cole will step down as Chairman after 20 years.  He has been on the committee for 40 years.
Greenacres Defibrillator: The defibrillator was recently used for the first time but sadly without a positive outcome.   Mr. Donnellan asked whether it might be an appropriate time to arrange a new training session for using the defibrillator as it is a few years since the last one.  Cllr Michelson agreed and will speak to Community Heartbeat.   


Councillor Roger Case  (RAF Fairford, )
There is a new Base Commander, Lt. Col. Eric Rambo at Fairford and there is supposed to be a B1 detachment coming soon.

Cllr Jane O’Dell
Village Hall: Nothing to report.allH
School: Nothing to report 



Agenda Item 6  	Financial Officer’s Report:

Statements of Income and Expenditure:  the first major payment of the precept for 2023/24 has been received as well as reimbursement of VAT for the year 2022/23.  Therefore, the Bank balances total a very healthy £19,196.32 which includes £1,470 ring-fenced for car park maintenance.   The Clerk then presented 4 x cheques totalling £1,886.38 to Cllr Case for signature.  This included the bus shelter decoration (£900 including VAT) and grasscutting (£753.60 inc VAT) which is a continuation of the administrative arrangement agreed last year whereby Tony Williams sends one invoice to the PC for both Village and Playing Field cuts each month.  The Playing Fields will reimburse their share at the end of the cricket season.
Internal Audit:  has been completed without any concerns being raised and the AGAR External Audit documents are now scheduled for approval and signature.

Item 9		Certificate of Exemption was approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk as RFO.  This certificate will be sent to the External Auditor, PKF Littlejohn.

Item 10	Annual Governance Statement 2022/23	approved and signed by the Chairman and RFO.

Item 11	Annual Accounting Statement 2022/23	approved and signed by the Chairman and RFO.

Item 12	Review Standing Orders:  there have been no changes and no issues were raised.

Item 13	Financial Regulations:  there have been no changes and no issues were raised.

Item 14	Discuss and review Planning Applications:  a decision on the Sunhill application is still awaited.  There are no current planning applications which are contentious.

Item 15	Parish Insurance:  this is due for renewal on 1st June and the annual premium offered by Community First with Zurich is £227.81 for one year but £216.42 a year if committed to a three-year agreement.  It was agreed that the three-year arrangement should be confirmed.  The Clerk mentioned she had written to Community First about a requirement for the insurance to include third party liability risks in relation to the Car Park specifically as required by the Lease renewal terms. (See Item 16 below).  


Item 16 	Discuss and agree Lease Renewal of Land at Hamilton Croft (Car Park)
Final Draft of the Lease Agreement has been received for 15 years from 1st June 2023.  All terms are substantially the same as the previous Lease with an additional insurance requirement (see above).   There were no issues expressed and the Clerk will convey the Parish Council agreement to the terms to CDC.

Item 17	The Green damage and treatment:  a representative from GreenThumb has inspected the area and confirms it is infested with chafer grubs.  They have quoted £235 for two treatment sprays and suggest the best time for this is July to September.  Complete eradication cannot be guaranteed as the only effective chemical spray is now banned for use.  However, GreenThumb have said their treatment is very effective.  After discussion it was agreed to accept GreenThumbs quotation and treatment plan.


Item 18 see above



Agenda Item 19	Any Other Business

Cllr Case raised several issues:
Carols on the Green:   Cllr Case thought it useful to agree the date in advance so that suitable music arrangements can be made.   He has spoken to Vicki at The Masons and agreed Thursday 21st December.   
Commemorative Bench:  Paul Hawkins whose young son, George, sadly died last year wishes to place a commemorative bench on the village Green. All supported this option.
Tree Pruning: Many thanks to Andy Richardson for cutting down the damaged crab apple tree on the ‘wildflower’ grass verge area.
Hedge at Meysey Close:   a Leylandii hedge is overgrowing and hanging over the footpath impeding pedestrians.  The Clerk was asked to write to the homeowner to alert them to the problem and ask them to cut it back.
Co-opting of Councillors:  Mr. Donnellan unfortunately had not submitted his application to re-stand as a Councillor and therefore his role as Councillor had ceased on 9th May.  He expressed a wish to continue as a Councillor and it was discussed and agreed that he could be co-opted.  

Agenda Item 20 	 Date of next Meeting
The next Parish Council Meetings will be held on Wednesday, 12th July at 7.30.  In view of the welcome number of attendees at this meeting it was suggested that the main hall be booked rather than the usual small meeting room.


There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.30 pm (21.30 hrs).
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