Minutes of the Meeting of Meysey Hampton Parish Council held on
Wednesday,  15th May 2024

Present:
Councillor Roger Case 
Councillor Mark Naylor  
Councillor Margaret Pursch
Councillor Simon Michelson
Councillor Jane O’Dell
Councillor Alison Williamson
Councillor John Donnellan


Clerk:	Joan Jenkins

Several Members of the public

The meeting opened at 19.30 immediately after the Parish Meeting and took place in Meysey Hampton Village Hall.  

Agenda Item 1 Apologies for Absence
District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey was unable to attend due to another commitment.  

Agenda Item 2
Cllr Case declared an interest in Item 13. 

Agenda Item 3 Elect Chairman and Vice Chairman for the year 2024/25
Cllr Michelson proposed Cllr Case be re-appointed Chairman and this was unanimously approved.
Cllr O’Dell proposed Cllr Naylor be re-appointed as Vice Chair and this was also unanimpusly approved.

Agenda Item 4
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th March 2024 were approved as being a true and accurate reflection of that meeting and signed by Cllr Case.

Agenda Item 5:  Matters Arising:

Thames Water and Car Park re-instatement: 	The Clerk read out an email from Julie Moulton, Thames Water, who confirmed that the pumping station is working as it should but that they will keep its performance under review and will carry out more in-depth work in the future should it prove necessary.  Regarding the car park reinstatement, their contractor, Cappagh, has contacted MH School and agreed to their suggestion that work to the car park be carried out in the summer holidays.   Cllr. O’Dell confirmed that those discussions had taken place. Julie Moulton also confirmed that the reinstatement schedule will be as agreed and outlined in their letter of 1st September 2023.

Phone Box:  Cllr Michelson has been in contact with Mr. Luke Horwat about painting the phone box and is now waiting to hear from him with a date when he will be in the area.

Defibrillator:  Cllr Michelson reported that there is still an issue with whether the two defibs should be registered on the National Database (Circuit) in order to be visible to ambulances outside the South-West.  This is still being looked into and Cllr Michelson is awaiting their response and advice.

Speed Watch and Flashing Sign:   The  ElanCity Flashing sign has been installed in place of the old sign and is working well.   The Parish Council wish to thank James Pursch for installing the sign, which was a more complex process than anticipated.

Agenda Item 7  Officers’ Reports


District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey
Cllr. Spivey was unable to attend but had issued CDC and County reports to the Councillors prior to the meeting. 


Councillor Alison Williamson (Footpaths)
Opening of new footpaths:  Mr. Jan Cowper has not made a lot of progress because of the wet weather but he is in ongoing discussions with Mr. Peter Caroe.  He will also contact the landowner between MH and Marston Meysey to open discussions.
Cllr Williamson has noted that Mr. Caroe has cut back the vegetation in the field along the line of the footpath and the playing field and the Parish Council wished to extend their thanks to Mr. Caroe.
Footbridge MH to Poulton walk:  a villager has complained that the footbridge over the stream to Mr. Richard Butt’s field is very difficult to access for dogs.    Cllr Williamson suggested the existing bridge could be adapted on both sides to improve the situation.  This would involve removing the barrier on the MH side and replacing the other side with a sliding dog gate.   After discussion it was agreed that she would have an informal chat with the footpath rights of way team at County Council and if they are agreeable she will speak to the individual landowners.
Footpath along the Green to the Masons Pub:   Cllr Williamson has been informed that a visitor to the village who was using a Walker was unable to get through along The Green path to the front of the Masons because parked vehicles were in the way.   That area along the line of The Green and between the Green and the side of the Pub is a designated footpath and must legally be kept clear.  Cllr Case reported that he had raised the issue informally with the tenants of The Masons and that No Parking painted lines would have to be done through Highways.   After some discussion it was agreed that Cllr Case would approach The Masons informally again to discuss what action they could take to keep the pathway clear.

Councillor John Donnellan (Greenacres)
A417 still floods by the gates where the road dips.  Highways have inspected the area, but he has received no feedback on causes or actions.  Cllr Pursch thought they had done some work there and the situation had improved.    Cllr Donnellan agreed to contact Gillian Portlock at Highways to get an update from her.

Councillor Jane O’Dell
Nothing to report.



Councillor Roger Case (RAF Fairford, )
RIAT:   19th-21st July.    Leaflets and stickers have not yet been issued but he will be picking them up soon and will let residents know when they are available.

Councillor Simon Michelson (Playing Fields)
Poulton Thirds are now playing in Meysey Hampton which means that Cotswold League Cricket is being played in Meysey Hampton.  He had an email from Mr. Bathurst congratulating Martin for the excellent condition of the pitch.  Cllr Michelson also thanked Chris Doyle for her hard work and commitment to making the Pavilion the success it is.  The Meysey All Stars are competing on 9th June with a several former cricket club members coming out of retirement to play   Three more players are needed but he is confident they will have a full team.
Unfortunately, there have recently been several large dog poo deposits found in the playing fields.    Dog walkers are asked to act responsibly and consider other users of the fields.   If the dog’s owner can be identified then please call Cllr Michelson.

The AGM will take place on Thursday 6th June 2024. 
RIAT Park and View will be going ahead on 20th & 21st July.

Councillor Margaret Pursch (Highways).
A417 crossroads:  The crossroads 200 yards warning sign was removed as it was misleading and installation of a new correct sign is still awaited. Several Plastic bollards along the grass verges at the crossroads have been flattened by lorries and Cllr Pursch agreed to chase Highways to replace them.   A member of the public later pointed out that one of these was damaged by a Thames Water lorry and he had had email correspondence with Julie Moulton about it.   He agreed to forward this correspondence to Cllr Pursch and she will take it up with Julie Moulton and Gillian Portlock, Highways. The current Diversion Signs have been placed badly as they reduce the field of vision of traffic approaching along the Fairford road.   Cllr Case will look at it and adjust the positioning as appropriate.


Councillor Mark Naylor
Speeding on the A417:   Community Officer Harry, with two PCSOs  has agreed to intermittent parking stops in Greenacres entrance or the bus stop layby opposite the entrance.  It is hoped that the presence of a police vehicle will help reduce speeding in that stretch of road.
Community Alerts:  This is a free messaging system set up by Glos Police and Crime Commissioner to keep residents and businesses informed about incidents that may affect them.  More information can be found at www.yourcommunityalerts.co.uk


Agenda Item 7  	Responsible Financial Officer’s Report  (RFO):
The Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 (AGAR) documentation and Parish Council files were sent to Mrs Gail Dillon who carried out the internal audit and completed and signed the Annual Internal Audit Report 2023/24.     The relevant statements will be signed at this meeting and the Exemption Certificate – applicable to Smaller Authorities - will then be submitted to the external auditor PK Littlejohn.
HMRC have reimbursed £1,723.59 being the VAT paid in 2023/24, and the CDC have paid the first instalment of the 2024/25 Precept, £7,350 of £9,800.  Parish Council funds currently total £14,406.45.


Agenda Item 8:	AGAR Certificate of Exemption.
Cllr Case signed and dated the Certificate of Exemption as Chairman of the Parish Council.
Mr. Jenkins signed and dated the Certificate as Responsible Financial Officer (RFO).

Agenda Item 9:	Annual Governance Statement 2023/24
This document acknowledges the MH Parish Council’s responsibility for ensuring a sound system of internal financial controls, and was signed by Cllr Case, Chair, and Mrs. Jenkins as Clerk.

Agenda Item 10:	.Accounting Statements 2023/24
The Statement of income and expenditure 2023/24 was signed by Mrs. Jenkins as RFO.  She presented the Statement to the Parish Council for approval and Cllr Case signed as Chairman of the Council.

Agenda Item 11:	Review Standing Orders, last updated in 2023.
There were no comments or queries and no changes required.

Agenda Item 12:	Review Financial Regulations
A new Financial Regulations model document was issued by NALC in April 2024.   Cllr Case and the Clerk have both read the new document but expressed the view that more time is needed to consider the new details.  It was agreed to defer discussion until the next PC meeting in July.


Agenda Item 13	Current Planning Applications.

  Change of use of former mushroom composting facility to provide Class B2 vehicle workshop together with ancillary office, storage and other associated works at Former Composting Site Wesh Way,:
Cllr Roger Case recused himself and Cllr Mark Naylor took the Chair, who began the discussion by inviting each Councillor to give their views on the application. 
 
Cllr. Williamson had concerns, based on representations made to her by Sunhill residents, that many areas of the developer’s application lacked detail in relation to traffic numbers and movement. Cllr Donnellan was concerned about working hours, noise levels and light pollution if outside normal working hours;  Cllr O’Dell had received no negative comments or expressions of concern from village residents but agreed that some areas of the application needed clarification;  Cllr Michelson wished to dispute the suggestion that has come from some residents of Sunhill that the Parish Council is not interested in their concerns and reminded the meeting that the PC has spent considerable time over the years  studying and discussing the several Sunhill applications which have been presented since the mushroom composting site was closed.  
He also highlighted that some of the objections had stated that there was severe traffic congestion in Meysey Hampton which he disputed. He also thought that there would be no noticeable increase in traffic though the village if the application proceeded.
Clarification on whether the workshops were for company vehicles only or would be open to other business vehicles was needed, as was traffic impact.   Highways have not yet issued their impact assessment and Cllr Michelson suggested a decision be deferred until this is made available.   

After some discussion it was agreed that a decision would be delayed until the Highways Report is issued and other details clarified.   Cllr Williamson suggested a “Holding objection” be lodged subject to further information.   However, subsequent to the meeting the Clerk spoke to District Councillor Spivey about the appropriate approach and wording of a submission to the Planning authority on this matter.   She advised emailing the Case Officer, Andrew Moody, direct explaining the Parish Council’s decision to defer and requesting clarification on issues which arose in the meeting as well as site of the Highways Report when available.
 
Cllr Roger Case returned at the end of the Planning discussions and resumed his role as Chair of the meeting. 

Agenda Item 14	PC Insurance Renewal
This is year two of a three-year fixed price agreement with Community First Insurance and the price for renewal remained the same as 2023/24 but with the addition of the Flashing Speed Sign to the All Risks section the premium has increased slightly to £235.49.  This was approved for renewal. 


Agenda Item 15	Discuss request for a Memorial Bench in the village
Cllr Naylor reported that Norman May passed away recently, and his Executor would like to pay for the purchase and installation of a bench with a plaque to Norman and Rosemary May somewhere in the village.  After a short discussion the Playing Fields were proposed as the most suitable, as Norman particularly enjoyed sitting there.   Cllr Michelson agreed to consider a suitable place for a bench and will report back.


Agenda Item 16	Questions from the Public
Alan Mcfadyen wished to raise three issues relating to traffic and the A417 crossroads:

1. Thames Water’s responsibility for replacing the plastic bollards, included in Cllr Pursch Officers Report above.
2. He has been in correspondence with Highways about speeding and speed checks on the A417 but was told that any request to implement a speed check must come from the Parish Council.  Cllr Naylor reminded Mr. Mcfadyen that the previous two speed monitoring checks  concluded that the average speed recorded showed there were “no speeding issues”.  However, he will ask Highways to carry out another one and will report back.
3. He queried the legality of HGVs stopping overnight on the hard-standing area right at the beginning of the road to Sunhill.  After discussion Cllr Case suggested Mr. McFardyen take offending vehicle details and enquiries can be made.

Steve Cole referring to the Sunhill application asked if villagers should be informed when planning applications are received.  Cllr Case advised there is no obligation on the Parish Council to do so and the information is available to the public on the CDC website.  Mr. Cole also asked whether the PC would consider calling a meeting to discuss the application when the Highways Report and further details are clarified.   Cllr. Case replied that the PC would not hold a public meeting but that Mr. Cole and the Sunhill residents could of course arrange their own meeting if they wish to do so.

Mrs.Carol Musgrove:  asked whether the owners of the Old Rectory had access rights which allowed them to use the car park for parking building vehicles and materials.   The Clerk responded that they had right of access to cross the car park to their property but that clause 4.8.1 of the Parish Council Lease with the CDC states an obligation on the Lessee :
Not to do nor allow to remain upon the Property anything which may be or become a nuisance annoyance disturbance inconvenience injury or damage to the Council or its tenants or the owners/occupiers adjacent to or neighbouring premises”. Action may therefore be taken against anyone deemed to be causing such a nuisance.

Mrs. Viv Case wished to thank all the Parish Councillors for their time and hard work on behalf of the village and all residents.

Agenda Item 12	Any Other Business
Cllr Williamson raised the issue of parking on the corner of the Green along Church Street and High Street.   Cllr O’Dell said she was putting new signs along there and would expedite their installation.

Cllr Case:   
Barbecue on the Green:   The Masons are arranging a Barbecue and Music on the Green on Bank Holiday Sunday, 26th May 2024.

Xmas Carols on the Green:  these will take place on 19th December, 2024.   Cllr O’Dell will confirm the School’s end of term date when known.

Agenda Item 13	 Date of next Meeting.
This was confirmed as Wednesday 3rd July 2024.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.20 pm (21.20 hrs).
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