Minutes of the Meeting of Meysey Hampton Parish Council held on
Wednesday,  13th September 2023

Present:
Councillor Roger Case 
Councillor Mark Naylor  
Councillor Margaret Pursch
Councillor Simon Michelson
Councillor Jane O’Dell
Councillor John Donnellan
Councillor Alison Williamson


Clerk:	Joan Jenkins

4 Members of the public

The meeting opened at 19.30 and took place in Meysey Hampton Village Hall.  

Agenda Item 1
District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey sent apologies for absence due to conflicting meetings.

Agenda Item 2
There were no declarations of interest in the Agenda.

Agenda Item 3
The minutes of the meeting held on 12th July 2023 were approved as being a true and accurate reflection of that meeting and signed by Cllr Case.

Agenda Item 4:  Matters Arising:
Speed Watch and Flashing Sign: Awaiting Highways permission.   Cllr Pursch reported that she has emailed Highways seeking approval to erect a new flashing speed sign on the existing pole, but no response has been received. Cllr Case also reported that he had emailed Richard Gray about placing the sign on the opposite side of the road but, again, no response to date.
The Green, Chafer Grub Treatment: The Clerk reported that GreenThumb had treated the Green on 31st July and 4th August and currently it is looking green and healthy.
Village Hall Treasurer: Cllr O’Dell was pleased to report that after the last PC Meeting, Mr. Jan Cowper had come forward to offer his services as Treasurer and his appointment and handover will be finalized in the coming weeks.

At this point, village resident Mr. Alan McFadyen raised the issue of road signs which, at the last PC Meeting, District Councillor Spivey had said would be installed at the Meysey Hampton/A417 crossroads and at Greenacres.   To date these have not appeared.


Agenda Item 5		 Officers’ Reports

District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey
Not present but she had emailed to say that a Report will be sent to the Clerk in the next few days.


Councillor Jane O’Dell
Village Hall:  There was a meeting on 12th September, at which Jan Cowper was voted on to the Committee.  A new regular Fitness Class has started on a Tuesday and details will be displayed very soon.   Film Night:  The Committee wish to gauge support for the reinstatement of a monthly Film Night during the winter months.  Most importantly they need someone to organise and run it.
School:  Autumn term has begun and there are no issues to date.   Cllr Case asked about pupil numbers and Cllr O’Dell believes the total is 92 with less than 10 who live in the village.

Councillor Margaret Pursch (Highways)
Church Street repairs:  see Agenda item 8.
A417 crossroads:  Highways have reinstated the plastic bollards, but the triangular crossroads sign is not the correct size. It should be larger.    Gill Portlock from Highways was told about it when she attended the meeting with Thames Water and she said she would look into it.
The sign at the T-Junction towards Down Ampney is down and needs replacing.

Councillor Simon Michelson (Playing Fields)
Croquet and Boules match:  successfully took place on 9th September although conflicting events meant that numbers attending were less than anticipated.  However, all agreed it was an enjoyable day.
Fireworks and Bonfire Night:  will take place on Friday, 3rd November.


Councillor John Donnellan (Greenacres)
Mr. Green, the farmer, has been trimming the hedges along the A417 and Cllr Donnellan will check the ditches to see if the hedge cuttings might be contributing to the water overflows from the ditches. Nothing else to report from Greenacres.


Cllr. Alison Williamson (Footpaths)

Footpaths:   Mr. Jan Cowper was asked to update the Meeting on his research.   He is looking into possible permissive footpath routes from Meysey Hampton to Down Ampney and Fairford and is investigating who owns the land needed for these footpath connections.   A meeting is being set up between Jan Cowper, Steve Cole and Cllrs Pursch and Williamson to discuss this issue.  They recognize this will be a long-term project. Cllr Case thanked him for his endeavors.

Cllr Williamson asked Cllr Michelson about the area by the gate to the playground area which became very muddy after the new equipment installation and renovation works.  Cllr Michelson advised there were plans to spread and level gravel or hardcore over that area to enable easy pushchair access.

Access to the official footpath through the field running parallel to the Playing Fields may not meet the definitive footpath gap size recommendations as they are very narrow.  Access is further reduced by the overgrowth of trees and shrubs.   For general information Cllr Williamson will contact Glos. Council for their definitive statement of footpath gap width requirements.
 

Councillor Mark Naylor
Nothing to report.

Councillor Roger Case (RAF Fairford, )
Airbase:	Nothing to report.
Bus Shelter:	Incident of minor graffiti and Cllr Case has given the damaged area a coat of white paint. 

Agenda Item 6  	Financial Officer’s Report:
Current total balance is £13,348.88 less a £267 cheque issued at the meeting to Community Heartbeat for a new battery for the Greenacres defibrillator battery.  The Clerk prepared and distributed a draft budget and balance projection for the year to end March 2024, which estimated an end year balance of around £6,000 before expenditure on a Speed Sign and a Coronation tree.
Cllr Naylor raised the question of the new Parish Council contribution towards elections which comes into effect in 2024/25 and will need to be incorporated into next years’ budget.  The Clerk will request updates from the CDC and GAPTC.

Nothing else to report.

Agenda 8	Report on Thames Water and proposed re-instatement works
Cllrs. Naylor, Pursch, Williamson and the Clerk, met with representatives from Thames Water and Gill Portlock of Highways on 23rd August, to discuss the re-instatement of areas damaged by Thames Water tankers and road sweeping vehicles during the 15 months of problems with the pumping station.   TW responded quickly to the PCs list of demands and have agreed to the following work to the car park:
· Reinstatement of fencing at the pumping station
· Re-build Cotswold stone wall knocked down by a tanker.
· The car park will be re-surfaced.
They also agreed to repair most of the potholes and re-build damaged kerbstones and verges in Church Street and in the High Street opposite the Masons Arms but not to resurface as desired and requested at the meeting.   However, this is under the negotiating authority of Glos. Highways not the Parish Council and the Clerk will request an update from Gill Portlock in due course.

After discussion it was generally agreed that the extent of re-instatement did appear to cover all issues raised at the site meeting, but it was important to clarify the following in relation to the car park
· Does re-surfacing of the car park include re-grading?
· [bookmark: _Hlk145672604]Timescale for the works
· Guarantees and the need for a sign off and handover on completion of the works.
The Clerk will write to Julie Moulton of TW thanking them for their quick positive response and raising these questions.


Agenda Item 9		Coronation Tree
After discussion it was agreed that a budget of £200 be approved to purchase and plant a replacement crab apple tree, Crataegus Crimson Cloud.   Cllr Case will speak to Mrs. Cresser-Brown about ordering it for planting in November.


Agenda Item 10	Christmas and Carols on the Green
This takes place on Thursday 21st December and The Masons Arms have again offered to provide mulled wine and mincepies.   Santa Claus has confirmed the date in his diary.  Cllr Pursch has not yet been able to speak to Mr & Mrs Kilgariff about the music but will do so in the next few days.   A Xmas tree is still to be sourced but Cllr Case and others are looking into this.


Agenda Item 11	Litter Pick Date
A date of Sunday 17th March 2024 was selected for the Village Litter Pick although Cllr Pursch advised that equipment supplied by the CDC cannot be booked in advance.   


Agenda Item 12	Questions from the Public
Mr. McFadyen reminded the PC that Thames Water had agreed to replace the signs by the crossroads knocked down by their tankers.   Cllr Pursch thought this had been raised at the site meeting, but the Clerk will add it to her letter to Julie Moulton.

Mr. Jan Cowper reported that in the process of cutting the grass verges on the left side of the Down Ampney road into the village and outside their drive entrance Highways grasscutting vehicles had driven over and broken two plastic bollards.   The Clerk will email Gill Portlock at Highways and request replacements.
 
Thames Water compensation:  Mr. Cowper also suggested that if Thames Water kept their offer to compensate the village by funding a community project, the building of a footbridge over the County Ditch by the Down Ampney pumping station would be a great help in connecting existing footpaths and possibly connecting to new permissive paths.  After discussion about footpath routes between Marston Meysey and Down Ampney several Councillors said they would take a look at the area.




Agenda Item 13	Any Other Business
Phone Box:  The Clerk explained that Mr. Luke Horwat is a gentleman from Cambridge with an historic family connection to Meysey Hampton.  He is very interested in renovating old phone boxes and has offered to paint the Meysey Hampton box free of charge.  The Clerk suggested he send her photos of other phone boxes he has completed in Cambridge to check the standard of his work, and these are now on their way.   If the photos show an acceptable standard of finish it was agreed that he should be invited to paint the village phone box.  However, it was also agreed that more research be undertaken into the maintenance and conservation requirements of these traditional red phone boxes before he begins the work.  The Clerk agreed to do so.

Music from the Base:  Cllr Williamson complained of the daily projection of loud music from the Air Base which she felt was unnecessary and intrusive in the countryside.   Reaction to the music by other Councillors was mixed but Cllr Case agreed to subtly convey concerns expressed to the Base.

First Aid and Defibrillator Training on 30th September:   Cllr Michelson reported that two sessions are taking place in the Playing Fields Pavilion but that the morning session is now fully booked.  There are still three places left in the afternoon.  As he is not available in the afternoon, Cllr Donnellan will take his place.   It was agreed that the Parish Council would give a bottle of wine to the gentleman giving the demonstration.

Cones on the Green:  Cllr O’Dell asked whether the cones on the corner of the Green should be removed and replaced by something else as they appear a bit “scruffy”.     The difficulty is knowing what to replace them with and after discussion Cllr O’Dell suggested she investigate replacement ideas and present them at the next meeting.  In the meantime, the cones will remain as they are effective at preventing parking on that corner.

W.I. Jubilee Sign:  Cllr Pursch wished to thank Mr. Andy Fox who has done a magnificent job in restoring this wooden sign which is now back on display outside the Church.

Buddleia Bushes by Bus Shelter:  these are extending over the path and need cutting back.  Cllr Case will take a look. 

Dog Poo: Cllr Pursch has received an email from Mr. Peter Caroe, who is extremely upset by the amount of dog poo bags left at the road and verge side at the beginning of his track from the road to Marston Meysey.   Everyone agreed with his anger and frustration and discussions were had about how to educate dog owners, and/or force them to comply with the law in this regard.   It was generally agreed that the culprits were most likely non-villagers who drove to this area to walk their dogs and this included professional dog-walkers.    Cllr Pursch will report the problem to the Dog Warden and find out an if an additional dog poo bin can be sited there and added to the collection route.

Speeding on A417:  Mr. McFadyen wanted to know whether D.Cllr Spivey had made any progress in getting Highways to approve a speed reduction at the crossroads.   Cllr Case explained that the PC had raised this issue with Highways many times over many years with no action being taken but that he would encourage Mr. McFadyen to continue lobbying Highways directly.

Agenda Item 14 	 Date of next Meeting
The next Parish Council Meetings will be held on Wednesday, 6th December 2023 at 7.30 pm in the Main Village Hall. 


There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.20 pm (21.20 hrs).
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