Minutes of the Meeting of Meysey Hampton Parish Council held on
Wednesday,  14th March 2024

Present:
Councillor Roger Case 
Councillor Mark Naylor  
Councillor Margaret Pursch
Councillor Jane O’Dell
Councillor Alison Williamson
Councillor John Donnellan

District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey

Clerk:	Joan Jenkins

2 Members of the public

The meeting opened at 19.30 and took place in Meysey Hampton Village Hall.  

Agenda Item 1 Apologies for Absence
Councillor Simon Michelson is currently involved in a charity project in Sierra Leone.  His Officers’ Report was submitted and circulated in advance.

Agenda Item 2
There were no declarations of interest in the Agenda.

Agenda Item 3
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th December 2023 were approved as being a true and accurate reflection of that meeting and signed by Cllr Case.

Agenda Item 4:  Matters Arising:

Thames Water and Car Park re-instatement:  Julie Moulton, TW, has advised that the recent issue, caused by excess water flows, has been resolved by the installation of a much larger pump.  There are still questions about the causes of this excess and they are investigating possible origins from Greenacres.  Cllr. Donnellan said that he had contacted the owners of the Park asking to be part of any meeting or conversation with TW but has had no response so far.  In February the Clerk sent Julie Moulton photos of the current condition of the car park and JM has said that Contractors may need to re-quote.  Work to repair and re-surface the area will not begin until drier weather conditions.

The Clerk also reported that the PC had sent a letter to The Old Rectory regarding excessive use of the car park by their building contractors.   Their prompt response advised that the need for heavy vehicles and equipment was nearing an end but that internal works would continue for another three months.  


The Parish Council have advised CDC Planning of possible breaches of the TPO in mixed woodland relating to The Brakes and they will investigate.

Phone Box:  Cllr Michelson has been in contact with Mr. Luke Horwat regarding painting the phone box, and arrangements will be finalized in the spring.

Defibrillator:  Cllr Michelson’s report detailed occasional mismatch between the National database (the Circuit)  and South West Ambulance Service (SWAS).   Community Heartbeat, who supplied Meysey Hampton defibs., are monitoring and investigating and Cllr Michelson will follow up on his return.

Speed Watch and Flashing Sign:  Cllr Pursch confirmed an order has been placed for an ElanCity Flashing sign and delivery is due in 2 or 3 weeks’ time.  It will replace the existing sign.

[bookmark: _Hlk161307548]Footpaths and Ash Dieback:   See Cllr Williamson’s Officer’s Report below.

Music from the Base:  Through the diplomatic approaches of Mrs. Vivien Case, the Base have turned down the volume.   Thanks were expressed to Mrs. Case for her valuable assistance and to the Base for their consideration.

Flag:	The Clerk will be ordering a “non-fray” flag next month.  After discussion raised by Cllr Pursch it was agreed that the new flag should be displayed permanently as opposed to being raised for special occasions only. 


District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey
Cllr. Spivey had issued summary reports to the Councillors prior to the meeting and presented the following highlights.
CDC:
Local Planning Consultation has been extended to 7th April 2024 and will affect local planning going forward to 2041.  She urged everyone to engage and put forward their comments and views.
Town and Parish Forum:   was a successful meeting, which Cllr. Case also attended, and another will be held in June.  Cllr. Spivey expressed her interest in engaging with and exchanging views with local parishes to better understand local needs.
Community Funding:   all Councils have severe financial restrictions and whilst there are funds available for local projects, applications are more successful if plans are well researched, costed and backed by the community.  There are organisations which can give advice for example the GRCC (Gloucestershire Rural Community Council) have advised village halls on funding and sourcing solar panels for heating.

G.C.C:
The Budget is £616m of which £475m is protected for adult social care and childrens’ social services.   All other areas are therefore financially squeezed.   
Highways had a difficult winter with road flooding being a major issue in many areas.
Mr. Richrd Gray is retiring this month and will be replaced by Gillian Portlock, his current Deputy.   Cllr Case sent his and the Parish Council’s very best wishes to Mr. Gray on his retirement.
Cllr Williamson asked whether the cones in Church Street could be removed by Highways.  
After subsequent investigation by Cllr Case, ownership of the cones is currently unknown and he suggested they be moved down to the car park.

Cllr Pursch raised the issue of EV Chargers which have been installed inappropriately in Fairford, blocking the pavement to wheelchair users and next to Disabled Parking bays. Cllr Spivey agreed but said it was a County-led scheme which has not consulted with local councils, including Fairford.   The car park in Fairford currently has no electrical supply but the Ernest Cook Trust said they would consider proposals if approached. However, no-one had been in touch about the EV scheme.  A similar situation has arisen in Cirencester.

Cllr Donnellan raised the issue of inappropriate installation of mobile phone masts, as raised by an email circulated by an affected Parish in Gloucestershire.  Cllr Spivey had discovered that these works are designated permissive development and cannot be challenged.  Cllr Donnellan suggested that as masts can now be disguised as trees, if they must be erected in rural areas, efforts could be made to reduce the visual impact.  Cllr Pursch mentioned there is already an example of a tree mast installed many years ago at Ready Token.


Councillor Alison Williamson (Footpaths)

Footpaths and Ash Dieback:	After the December meeting, the Clerk circulated advisory letters regarding Ash dieback to local landowners.   Mr. Spackman responded with assurances and Hungerlands closed their fields whilst inspections were being made.   These have now been re-opened but will need to close again later in the year for more extensive work to be carried out.

 Cllr Williamson reminded the meeting that the temporary closure of Hungerlands highlighted the lack of official footpaths in the area, which is why support should be given to Mr. Jan Cowper in his efforts to open permissive footpaths between Meysey Hampton, Marston Meysey, Down Ampney and Fairford.   These paths could be seasonal according to landowners’ land use and needs.  Little progress has been made to date, but Mr. Cowper has been away during the winter and Cllr Williamson will get an update from him.

Councillor Mark Naylor
Speeding on the A417:  Cllr Naylor has emailed the Community Officers, Harry and Zee twice suggesting they carry out speed checks outside Greenacres.  No reply to date.
Crime:	Three incidents in Fairford in the last 7 days;  a day-time break-in, which is unusual,  in Ampney Crucis.  Residents should be alert to their household security.

Councillor Margaret Pursch (Highways).
A417 crossroads:  The crossroads 200 yards warning sign has been removed as it was misleading.  It will be replaced with a correct sign in due course. 
Road to Down Ampney approaching the Kennels:    One large pothole has been filled but there is still excess water damage to grass kerbs.
Strawberry Lane:  a large pothole has been reported to Highways.


Councillor Jane O’Dell
School:  several parents have commented on the speed of some vehicles in School Lane and asked whether a 20-mile limit could be imposed.  Cllr Spivey said it would not be possible to get permission for the change.   School Lane is narrow and is the main pedestrian access for schoolchildren. Residents and their visitors are asked to drive sensibly and with consideration for others.
The school would like to thank Roger Case for asking the children of Meysey Hampton school in year 3 and 4 to help with the planting of the new Coronation trees. It was very appropriate as they have been looking at  climate change recently and many of them suggested planting more trees in the village. Thanks also again to Sue Cresser Brown for helping with the selection of the trees and to Nigel Godwin and Roger Case and Sue for helping and supervising the children with the planting of the trees.   They will enjoy watching them grow.

Village Hall:  nothing to report.  However, Cllr Williamson raised the problem of Saturday birthday parties in particular which attract visitors from outside the village. They are unaware that School Lane is a narrow No Through road and often have difficulties exiting and cause obstructions.   She suggested detailed directions be given to those booking the Hall to access it via Church Street or by foot along School Lane, with instructions to send these to all invitees.  Cllr O’Dell will raise this with Bookings.

Councillor Simon Michelson (Playing Fields)
His emailed report confirmed that Siddington CC will continue to use the playing field for their home ground and plan to play approx. 18 matches this season. CGS and Martin Radway will be carrying out their usual good work with mowing and work to the wicket square.
The AGM will take place in May/June.   
RIAT Park and View should be going ahead on 20th & 21st July.
Fireworks Night is booked for Friday, 1st November.
Other items are summarized in Matters Arising above.

Councillor John Donnellan (Greenacres)
A417 still floods by the gates where the road dips.  This has been reported and Highways, and Cllr Spivey will remind Gill Portlock about the issue.

Councillor Roger Case (RAF Fairford, )
Airbase:	Nothing to report.  


Agenda Item 6  	Financial Officer’s Report:
Expenditure for the year 2023/24 was mainly within Budget except for Parish Maintenance and Purchases.  This was due to exceptional items including interior painting of the Bus Shelter interior and GreenThumb treatment to the Green.

After paying for the Speed Sign and deducting ring-fenced sums, the balance going forward into 2024/25 will be £4,825.00, a reduction in the Parish Reserves due to the PCs decisions not to raise the Precept for over ten years.   This has now been raised by 4% to £9,800 for the year 2024/25.

Internal Audit:  Mrs. Gail Dillon has agreed to carry out the Internal Audit again this year and the Council wished to convey their thanks.

Agenda Item 7:	Discuss and Agree a Donation to the local Girl Guides
After some discussion it was proposed and agreed, with one abstention, to donate £200 to the Girl Guides general funds.

Agenda Item 8:	Discuss and agree the purchase of a Parish Council computer
This had been proposed as necessary by Cllr O’Dell who assists the Clerk with the PC Website.  Mrs. Jenkins has researched and been recommended a Lenova IdeaPad Slim 3 Gen 8 at a current cost of £470.   A budget of £500 for this purchase was proposed and approved by all councillors.


Agenda Item 9:	Discuss whether a Parish Meeting should be held in May 2024
Annual Parish Meetings are required to be held annually in May but one has not taken place in Meysey Hampton for several years, due to lack of interest when they were arranged in previous years.   After lively debate it was agreed that a Parish Meeting would be called for 15th May prior to the opening of the next Parish Council Meeting.  Information will be circulated in due course.

Agenda Item 10	Current Planning Applications.
Nothing to report.

Agenda Item 11	Questions from the Public
None.

Agenda Item 12	Any Other Business
Cllr Williamson asked whether there was any news about the solar farm on land between Meysey Hampton and Poulton which had been proposed several years ago.  Cllr Spivey said that no details of consultation or planning application had been received.  Cllr Williamson suggested that should this, or other similar applications, be proposed then permissive paths and access should be a significant part of any negotiations.

Agenda Item 13	 Dates of Meetings in 2024/25
Meeting dates for the year were agreed as follows:

May 15th, 2024
July 3rd 
September 11th 
December 4th 
March 5th, 2025


There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.50 pm (20.50 hrs).
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