Minutes of the Meeting of Meysey Hampton Parish Council held on
Wednesday,  11th September 2024


Present:
Councillor Mark Naylor  (Acting Chair)
Councillor Margaret Pursch
Councillor Simon Michelson
Councillor Jane O’Dell
Councillor Alison Williamson

Clerk:	Joan Jenkins

One member of the public

The meeting opened at 19.30 in Meysey Hampton Village Hall.  

Cllr Mark Naylor chaired the meeting.

Agenda Item 1 Apologies for Absence
Cllr Donnellan had sent apologies as he is travelling throughout September.

Agenda Item 2
There were no items of interest to be declared on the agenda.

Agenda Item 3
The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd July 2024 were approved as being a true and accurate reflection of that meeting and signed by Cllr Naylor.

Agenda Item 4:  Matters Arising:
Thames Water:  The car park has been resurfaced using Cotswold self - binding gravel, which is according to Julie Moulton “ a very high grade material which will roll in after use and provide(d) an excellent running surface. This type of material is commonly used on large estates and provides a long lasting, durable finish.”.   Cllr Naylor is still waiting to hear back from JM about the replacement fence and a date for a site visit meeting with the Field Officer to inspect the completed work.   He will continue to press her for this and confirmation of the guarantee period.  The original “Car Park” sign has gone missing despite enquiries made around the village.  The Old Rectory residents have also checked whether it was picked up by contractors after their family wedding, but it has not been found.  A replacement sign will be needed.
Defibrillator:  A new battery has been fitted in the High Street defibrillator.   Cllr Michelson also reported that the two village defibrillators (High /street and Greenacres) have now been registered and are visible on the National Database (Circuit).    Please note however that in all instances 999 must be called to obtain the appropriate code to access the defibrillators.
Footbridge and Parking issues:	See Officers Reports.


Agenda Item 5  Officers’ Reports

District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey
Cllr. Spivey was not able to attend but had sent CDC and County Reports prior to the meeting and these have been circulated to the Councillors. 

Councillor Alison Williamson (Footpaths)
Opening of new footpaths:  Cllr Williamson has spoken with Mr. Jan Cowper who has nothing to report at this stage.
Footbridge MH to Poulton walk:  Cllr Williamson has obtained permission from the two landowners to make the appropriate changes to the footbridge and she has had further correspondence with GCC Area Footpaths Officer advising him of this.   He will take this issue on and is planning to visit site soon with a colleague to look at it in more detail.  Cllr Williamson also reported that as Cllr. Lisa Spivey has agreed to facilitate a grant from Highways Local Funding and the County Council is contributing to the installation costs there should be little or no financial outlay needed from the Parish Council.
Masons Arms Footpath / Parking issue:  this refers to the area between the Masons and the Green where there is an official footpath which is regularly blocked by parked cars in that area.  As Cllr Case had been speaking to the proprietors of The Masons and possibly Arkells prior to his illness, the issue has not been pursued since the last meeting.  Cllr Williamson stressed that legislation requires full access across footpaths and prohibits its blocking. After some discussion it was agreed that Cllr O’Dell would speak to Cllr Case before then contacting the proprietors to further discuss and hopefully resolve the issue.  Cllr Pursch also wished it noted that a section of chain between stones on the High Street side of the Green was missing and enquiries should be made about its current whereabouts so that it can be re-fixed.
Strawberry Lane footpath and Breach Hill:  After the PC July meeting Cllr Williamson wrote to Mr. Caroe thanking him for his continuing support of the village footpath maintenance but asking that the maize crop growing in the Breach Hill field be cut back before it grew too high to create a wider path for pedestrian access.  Unfortunately, Mr. Caroe has been away, and no action was taken.   The maize is now very high and the path very narrow and difficult to pass through particularly in wet weather.   However, the overgrowth around the stile and bridge at the bottom of the field has been cut back and the Parish Council wishes to thank Martin Heaven for responding to Cllr Williamson’s request so promptly.
Overgrown hedges and bushes in village:   At the PC meeting in July a request was made for residents to check and cut back their garden border hedges and bushes which might impinge on pedestrians’ use of footpaths and pavements.   Many have done so but many have not.  The Parish Council are again asking residents to check and cut back where necessary.

Councillor Simon Michelson (Playing Fields)
RIAT:	the Pay and View was the most successful to date, making nearly £4,000 profit.  Using some of these funds and with a 50% contribution from Thames Water, an outside Table Tennis table has been purchased and installed on the Playing Fields.  Cllr Michelson wished to thank Ed Green for his help in transporting the table to its current position on the Playing Field.
Trees:  a working party has been organised for Sunday 22nd September to remove some of the dead branches and small trees around the perimeter, but a contractor will be needed to deal with larger trees.
Commemorative Bench:  Cllr Naylor has advised the Executors that they may place a bench on the Playing Fields and they will be progressing this in the coming weeks. 
Cricket:  there are three more fixtures still to be played this season.

Councillor Margaret Pursch (Highways)
Speed Sign: There has been a very positive response from residence to the flashing speed sign.   No speed gun monitoring has been carried out since it was installed so there is no comparison data but anecdotally drivers do seem to respond and slow down as they enter the village.  General discussion then took place as to the possibility of installing another sign nearer to the A417.  A full debate and decision on this may be considered for a later date.    It was also suggested that speed gun monitoring sessions be re-instated to get comparable “before and after” data.   Due to reducing daylight hours this would have to wait until spring 2025.

Councillor Jane O’Dell (School and Hall)
Nothing to report.

Councillor Mark Naylor (Police Liaison)
Nothing to report.

Councillor John Donnellan 
Not present.

Agenda Item 6  	Responsible Financial Officer’s Report  (RFO):
The Clerk referred to the updated Financial Statements circulated to Councillors. The total bank balance is currently £9,555.31 with £1,470 ring-fenced for car park maintenance.  The Clerk reported that she had not yet purchased a new laptop computer for which £500 has been budgeted.  Cllr O’Dell offered to assist in researching, purchasing and setting up a suitable model and the Clerk expressed her thanks.

Agenda Item 7:	Discuss feasibility of installing CCTV in the village
This issue was raised at the last meeting after a theft in the village.  Cllr Naylor read out advice received from PCSO Zee Bulbul.   An official CCTV installation would need to go through Highways, Council and Information Officer.   However, private home CCTV on a suitably positioned property at each end of the village may be a more practical method of monitoring movement through the village.    The Parish Council would have no access to this data but the Police would be able to request it if needed.  After discussions it was agreed that Cllr Naylor would investigate this issue further.

Agenda Item 8		Discuss the need for an Emergency Village Plan.
A request has been received from the CDC to submit an Emergency Village Plan to form part of their Community Resilience Plans.    A PowerPoint presentation circulated to Councillors lists numerous incidents from flooding to plane crashes which might need different contacts and approaches.    Cllr Pursch referred to her attendance at Civil Defence courses many years ago and her subsequent role as Snow Warden, which she still holds.  After much discussion it was agreed that Meysey Hampton has a community which would support each other as needed, as happened during Covid, and with village WhatsApp and email communications active and in place, it would not be necessary to designate different emergency role leaders.    It was agreed that the names and contact details of the Parish Council Chair and the Clerk only be submitted to the CDC Community Resilience Plan.

Agenda Item 9		Current Planning Applications.

Change of use of former mushroom composting facility to provide Class B2 vehicle workshop together with ancillary office, storage and other associated works at Former Composting Site Wesh Way:    A Decision Notice Permitting the development subject to several conditions was issued by CDC Planners on 26th July 2024.   No Appeals are currently registered.
Elizabeth Gardens Extension:  Approved.


Agenda Item 10	Upcoming Village Events

Bonfire Night:		Cllr Michelson confirmed this would take place on Friday, 1st November 2024 and that the firework display is booked.   There will be a voluntary donation system in place of an entrance fee.
Xmas Carols on The Green:  This will take place on Thursday, 19th December 2024 and despite his continuing convalescence Roger Case has organised Father Christmas’ attendance and The Masons will be hosting as previous years.  However, there is an issue with finding a suitable free Christmas Tree locally and one may need to be purchased, at a possible cost of around £250.   Cllr Pursch confirmed that Mr. & Mrs. Kilgariff  have agreed to supply music for the carols.

Agenda Item 11:		Questions from the Public
The village resident attending wished to contribute to the Poulton footpath discussion and pointed out the difficulty of getting through the metal gate from Mr. Butt’s field into the next field.  Cllr Williamson agreed that it was an old rickety farm gate, but it was still possible to navigate.

Agenda Item 12	Any Other Business
Cllr O’Dell asked when the verge hedges and overgrowth on the road from the playing fields entrance to the Marston Meysey turn off would be cut back.   Cllr Pursch said this type of work was usually carried out between 1st September and 31st March.

Cllr Naylor noted that Cllr Spivey’s reports list several grants and funds available for village purchases and improvements, including an electric mower for Poulton Cricket Club and solar panels for Ampney Crucis Village Hall.      Thought should be given to Meysey Hampton village needs which might qualify for similar financial support.

Agenda Item 13		 Date of next Meeting.
This was confirmed as Wednesday 4th December 2024.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.45 pm (20.45 hrs).
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