Minutes of the Meeting of Meysey Hampton Parish Council held on
Wednesday,  12th July 2023

Present:
Councillor Roger Case 
Councillor Mark Naylor  
Councillor Margaret Pursch
Councillor Simon Michelson
Councillor Jane O’Dell
Councillor John Donnellan

District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey

Clerk:	Joan Jenkins

Members of the public

The meeting opened at 19.35 and took place in Meysey Hampton Village Hall.  

Agenda Item 1
No apologies for absence.

Agenda Item 2
There were no declarations of interest in the Agenda.

Agenda Item 3
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th May 2023 were approved as being a true and accurate reflection of that meeting and signed by Cllr Case.

Agenda Item 4:  Matters Arising:
Thames Water (TW)	The Clerk advised the meeting that Meriel Gould, Estate Officer at 
Gloucester County is preparing a draft License for TW to put their ‘sound compound’ on the car park for a period of one month, and to allow the storage of the current rubble for a limited period of two weeks. The PC has been advised that TW has authority to carry out investigatory work on a section of pipe in the fields between MH and Poulton to identify the exact site and cause of the blockage and work will begin on 17th July.  The License for the Car Park is limited to one month in anticipation of TW completing their investigations and presenting the results and a schedule of work to repair/renew/replace the damaged pipes.   A new License may then be negotiated better reflecting concerns of residents in relation to the needs of TW.   Cllr. Michelson raised concerns from a resident of Church Street about the unnecessary frequency of road cleaning vehicles, which was supported by public attendee, Ms. Williamson, who said she had already raised this issue with Julie Moulton, Customer Liaison at TW.
Flooding at Greenacres:  Cllrs. Case and Donnellan inspected the area and Cllr Case passed round photos showing significant amounts of water across the road after a downpour of rain.  It was not immediately clear why it is building up in this way and it was agreed to continue monitoring the situation before reporting it to Highways.
Speed Watch Monitoring: The Clerk reported that speed monitoring sessions have been reinstated and several speeding vehicles have been reported at each session.  She also commented on the improved efficiency of the Gloucestershire Constabulary Road Safety & Traffic Management Dept.
Speed Watch, Flashing Speed Sign:  Cllr Pursch reported that she and Mrs. Judith Walpole had been researching Speed Camera options to replace the existing flashing speed sign.   Prices and specs. were obtained and compared between two options, Elan City at £1,939 -  which has a larger screen and flashes the speed -  and Messagemaker at £2,320 - which flashes the speed and a smiley face.  They have been working on the assumption that it will replace the existing sign in the same position although concerns have been raised that it is too far from the beginning of the speed restrictions and is not easily visible.   Highways would need to approve a new position further along the pavement area.  D.Cllr Spivey offered to enquire whether any community speed watch grants are currently available for this purpose.  After discussions, Cllr Naylor proposed that a sum of £2,500 be ring-fenced for a sign, Cllr O’Dell seconded the proposal, which was then approved.
The Green, Chafer Grub Treatment: The Clerk reported that GreenThumb will be treating the damaged areas on 31st July and 4th August.     Ideally the areas should be watered after spraying so we must hope for some short sharp rain immediately after treatment!  GreenThumb are aware it is a public space and have no concerns about the effects of the spray on pets or humans.  The cost for the two treatments is £235 + VAT.
Defibrillator Training:  Cllr. Michelson reported that he has arranged two training sessions to take place in the Pavilion on 30th September.  There will be 13 places per session.  Cllr Donnellan asked whether a training video might be available for those who cannot get to the training session and Cllr Michelson will look into it. In the meantime, Cllr Michelson reminded residents that if someone collapses, the first procedure is to call 999 who will ask about the patient’s condition and advise what action needs to be taken.   A code for the defibrillator and instructions on how to use it will be given by the operator at that time. 
Footpaths:   Mr. Jan Cowper was asked to update the Meeting on his research.   He had had a meeting with Frank Dorrington-Wood from Glos. Highways and is responsible for 600 footpaths within the county.  Mr. Cowper was told that any new footpath would be unlikely to be approved because of the costs to the County Council of creating it to regulatory standards and then maintaining it.   An alternative option would be to persuade local landowners to create Permissive Paths through their land.  Mr. Cowper is therefore looking for possible footpath routes from Meysey Hampton to Down Ampney and Fairford.   Cllr Case thanked him for his endeavours.
 

Agenda Item 5		 Officers’ Reports

District and County Councillor Lisa Spivey
D.Cllr Spivey congratulated Mr. Cowper on his endeavours and spoke in general terms about the need of communities to work together to find solutions to local issues before approaching the Council for funding.   This is a consequent of the severe financial constraints currently being experienced by all Councils.  She expressed her willingness to assist and support local action and help to get local voices heard. 
CDC Crowdfunding has re-opened.  
She attended a meeting in Northleach with the Police about rural crime.  Agricultural communities are very concerned about theft of farm equipment and vehicles.
Richard Gray, Highways, has said there will be extra signage placed at MH Crossroads and at Greenacres.

Questions were then raised by residents attending:
.
Speeding at A417 Crossroads:  in relation to the crossroads a resident reported a recent accident there which involved a vehicle driving into the back of a large horsebox containing several horses, which had slowed to turn into MH High Street.  He again called for the speed limit there to be reduced to 40 mph.     Cllr Spivey sympathised with his concerns but explained the difficulties of getting agreement between Highways, who are responsible for the signage, and the Police who must enforce the speed limit.   
Cutting/mowing verges:  Cllr O’Dell asked when the verges alongside roads in the Meysey Hampton area would be dealt with.  D.Cllr Spivey replied that as far as she was aware it is on schedule and will be done soon.

Councillor John Donnellan
Nothing to report.

Councillor Simon Michelson
RIAT:	The Playing Fields are open and already have 10 campervans and several tents booked.  
Croquet and Boule Tournament: there has been a good response to this proposal which will take place on Sunday, 13th August.   Details will be circulated in a couple of weeks time.

Cllr Jane O’Dell
Village Hall:  They have still not been able to find a Treasurer to take over from Christine Hodgetts who wants to stand down.   Cllr O’Dell would like to send out another appeal for someone to come forward to take on this important but not onerous role.allH
School: Nothing to report 


Councillor Mark Naylor
No Cold Calling signs:  There have been no incidents of cold callers since the signs were erected.
Burglaries:  there has been an increase of incidents in both Swindon and Cheltenham and residents are advised to be vigilant in their security arrangements, making sure all windows and doors are locked when leaving the house.

Councillor Margaret Pursch (Highways)
Grass edges and stones of the village Green have been damaged by TW tankers but there is no point in making repairs until Thames Water has resolved the problems and the tankers are no longer needed in the village.
The grass verge opposite the Green is very overgrown and the Clerk agreed to ask Tony Williams to strim the area if possible.
A member of the public asked who was re sponsible for a large pothole at the side of the Sunhill road just after the MH crossroad.  Cllrs Pursch and Case were not aware of this pothole but will investigate in the next few days.

Councillor Roger Case (RAF Fairford, )
Nothing to report.


Agenda Item 6  	Financial Officer’s Report:
Current total balance is £15,458.05.
Nothing else to report.


Agenda Item 7		Discuss Councillor numbers and Council needs
Cllr Case explained there is currently one vacancy on the Council although it does not legally have to be filled if the Council members do not wish it.  Only 3 is needed for a Quorum.     After discussion however it was unanimously agreed that a full compliment of seven Councillors would enhance the Council and options to co-opt interested individuals were further discussed and voted on.   Village residents Mr. Phil Barnett and Ms. Alison Williamson, both present, had indicated a willingness to serve on the Council and Cllr Case asked the Council members to vote for their preferred candidate.   Ms. Williamson received four votes and Mr. Barnett, two votes and it was therefore agreed that Ms. Alison Williamson should be co-opted as a Council member.

Agenda Item 8		Coronation Tree
Mrs. Cresser Brown has put forward three suggestions for planting in the High Street opposite Meysey Close in the area where the crab apple tree died and has now been removed.  Crataegus Crimson Cloud (Classic English Hawthorn); Malus hupehensis (flowering crab apple tree) and an Acer Campestre Fastigiata (a Field Maple).   After discussion it was decided to give the suggestions more thought with the aim of presenting a preference and budget at the next meeting in September.

Agenda Item 9		Discuss recent planning applications
There are currently three applications within the village being considered -  The Manor, Ashford House and Lillibet Cottage - and the Councillors have not expressed any concerns.

Agenda Item 10	Questions from the Public
Nothing raised in addition to contributions above.
 
Agenda Item 11	Any Other Business
Cllr O’Dell raised the issue of hedges and garden bushes which grow over pavements preventing pedestrians’ clear access along pavements.   Cllr Case would like to remind all residents they should check their garden hedges, trees, bushes which border pavements and roads and cut them back.


Agenda Item 110 	 Date of next Meeting
The next Parish Council Meetings will be held on Wednesday, 13th September at 7.30  in the Main Village Hall. 


There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.20 pm (21.20 hrs).
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